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JUSEPH PRINCil: AN ELUSIVE ANCESTOR

-- JoVm P. fhrtoftg

l lai iy r-ri '  ui, probab|y have had the experience of f inding at last a

}ong-eius i .ve ancestor .  Somet imes the ancestor  just  seems to have

sl ipped throrrgh the gaps in  record-keeping;  at  other  t imes we f ind the

di f l icu l ty  l ies in  our  oun preconceived not ions.  Whenever a researcher

ca5 shed l - ight  on a d i in  or  muddled past ,  he/she should feel  a responsi -

b i i i Ly  l : i - ,  , : e t -  I i r e  re r . ; * rd  s t ra igh t .

bli th uhis ip minil 
" 

I would l ike to present to you the information I

four id ahorr t  n iy  greal*grandfather ,  Joseph Pr lnce,  who evaded my ef for ts

f ct ' se-.,/eral- years.

. ic ;seph Pr iuce r r io 'ved to the Green Bay area of  Wisconsin,  probably

ar . :uncl  1.848.  l {e  setLfed at  Duck Creek near For t  Howard,  Brown County '

where he nay have worked in the lumber ing business.  On 16 January L849

ir .  Green Bay,  Joseph was marr ied by Orson Cramer,  Just ice of  the Peace,

to Angel ine A11 i .e ,  Angel ine \^ /as born on 18 Septernber 1832,  probably at

Baie- .d iJ-Fe-bvre,  Yamaska County,  Quebec,  and \^ tas the daughter  of  Jean-

BapLisf -e A- l ,  i  j ,e  and (Mar ie-)Josephte Rousse d i te Comptois . r  Her parents

appear ;c . lar re mo'ved f rom Quebec to Two Rivers,  Manl towoc County,  Wisconsin '

i1  Etre 1840s,  Josepl i  aud Angel ine were marr ied for  a second t ime by a

. Jesu i t  p ' i e l [ ,  Rev .  f ' r .  An thony  Ande r l ey ,  on  l  December  1849  a t  S t .  John fs

in i ' : reen tsar ' ,2

i ' i r i r r - t : * . i : r  c l r j . l .dren were born to Joseph and Angel ine,  but  only  s ix

sur.;irrer-l 'r ' ' :  arlrrl thoorl and lived to be married. The children were: Joseph

(1s t ) ,  i - l i  - i - . ; . , i : . ,  Dav id ,  Joseph  (2nd ) ,  Mary  E l i zabe th  ( s i e f  e r t ) ,  Made l i ne  M .

i ' f : a -L laghe r )  t l a r y  M .  (Ward l -e ) ,  Lou i s  J .  ,  I da  L .  (Sp r i ng ) ,  John  L . ,  Geo rge '

arrc l  Rosr , -  CJI lve ( i i tanton) .  AI I  ch i ldren were born in  Wisconsin except  Rose,

leiio wa., bo'r: ir i .n luli"chigan.

' l ' i " - i j  1r i i t j l .y  rnnved f rom Green Bay to Super ior ,  Wisconsin '  and f ina l ly

:e i :L . l  s . - !  i i l  l i ich: i -ganrs Copper Country at  Houghton.  I t  was in  Houghton that

A:r rEe1- i . . , : ,1  ie i . t r  $rr  11 November 1891.  Several  years af ter  her  death Joseph

rTr( , . . i r - : ,1  l , ' .  l1 : :  j t i jEtL{ :  t i l  l jve wi th h is  son Joseph (2nd)  who or^med a restaurant

i l r { . i : i )  I ' rh i l .e  v is i r l -ng h is  daughter ,  } tadel ine Gal lagher,  in  Baraga,  Joseph

fr : l -1 .  s j .  l i t  ar , r l  d ied there-  on 28 October f906.  He was bur ied two days la ter

-i-rr Fo-l est l i j . l . l  Cerneterry at Houghton, next to Angeline.

! ie i : r " ' , i : r  l ; j .s  " leat l i  Joseph had made h is  l iv ing as a t imber cru i 'ser ,  a
- i  ob wki ich r i l i ro l .ved searching through the forest  for  sect ions of  t imber to

i:,: icg,;,ro f,:r rhe copper mines. This meant that he had to spend many days

i i . i  x-h. :  t ru. i , ,  probe;b ly  l iv ing very much l ike an Indian.  A t radi t ion held

in t -he fa in: i .  ly  is  thal  Joseph was par t  Indian,  but  I  have found no ev idence

i , .o  ,31r ,1. \pcr t  th is  bel . ie f  .  Joseph's knowledge of  Indian ways--and perhaps a

t j . rJ- - i * r  r . ; i  i - i re i r  languages--probably gave r ise to th is  t radl t ion of  an

Ir r i i i .ar  l ier i .Lage In the fami ly .

I  r :  , - r ; r r i i  me several  years to f  ind a l l  o f  th is  in format ion about  Joseph
pj :  i .n , -e.  hrr t  I  r - i l l  d jd not  know his  b i r thplace or  the names of  h is  parents.
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. t -  vr , :s  cont in.uai ly  f rust rated by ; r r iss ing in for :nat lon,  ' Ioqephts deatb

cei : t i f icate was never  f i led,  h is  bur ia l  record was muddl-ed,  h is  obi tuary

was r rn informat i . . re,  and h is  parentst  names were not  recorded on e i ther  of

h is  marr iage cer t i f i ,cates.  My only hope was to locate the record of  h is

bapi ism i - i r  Quebec.  t r  kne.w f rcrn the Pr ince fami ly  Bib le that  he had been

i : * r : n  u r r  1 .5  ] { a r c t r  l - l l 2 -1  "  bu t  Lhe  p lace  o f  b i r t h  was  no t  reco rded .

T 1- ; ;d  : re: , ic f ie '1  i -h: . l . r . ts i i  i \ , : i ;e i r ;L i l t ts  work on Acadian genealogy and had

fr , , i , r i  rhat  most  of  rhe Fr i r , . i ies i rad set t led at  St-Gregoire af ter  they had

be.en ex i l .ed f ron Acar i ia . l  I  . r lso found that  Michel  Pr ince and Madele ine

Eerge r r : n  had  fou r  so r i s :  . i osep t r ,  P ie r re ,  M iche l  ,  Dav id .  Th ree  o f  t hese

i : rot l iers gave thei r  c l i i lc l ren nar ies wtr ich had cer ta in s jmi lar i t ies to the

nanes of  Josept i rs  ar id  Angcl i i re 's  c 'h i ldreu;  for  example,  O1ive,  David and

iiec.rrges. These nanres were relatively uncommon among the Acadians of

Quei : ,ec in  th is  per iod.  This l -ed me to bel ieve that  one of  these brothers

rr ray ha ' r re been my Josepir ts  father .

I  had a l ready forrnctr  Pie ' : re Pr ince on the lB50 census of  Wisconsin

a L Fcrc Howard and I  kuew that  he was a boatman on the 1860 census.  I

a lso knew that  h is  two soi )s  "  Pierre and Louis,  were farmers in  the For t

How; r rd  a rea  a round  1850 ,  1  i n fe l red  tha t  he  was  Joseph rs  f a the r  because
]  had  l ea rned  tha t  P ie r re  P r i - nce  and  . I ean -Bap t i s te  A l1 ie  had  mar r l ed
siscers.  ( . Iosephle arrd l ' {a l 'gu i : r i t i :  were daughters of  Joseph Rousse d i f ,
i i ; r r rpc i . r i .s  arrc l  [ i iza i r . : [ - t r  Kobiaas c l t te  Manseau.4)  But  th is  would make Joseph
Pr i i r ce  and  A r rge l i ne  A l . t j e  f i r s r  c r - , us i t r s  and  I  assuned  tha t  i t  s i npLy
cor- i ld  not  be"  My b ias agalnst  i :he obvious convinced me that  Plerre and
[ Ia rguer i te  corr id  r toL hat ,e Lreer t  i ly  Joseph t  s  parenLs .

! - o r i una t re l y ,  t ' l r .  . l ea t r  P r i r r co5  to "  ab l . e  t o  avo id  my  p re jud i ce  and
. l  oca le  my  ancesLo r i s  bap i i sm. " I  r . e r t i f i ca te  by  t r ac ing  the  ch i l d ren  o f
ca r i "  o f  t l . r e  f ou r  b ro t " i r € i r s "  l i e  f ou r rd  t ha t  Joseph  P r i nce  was  bap t l zed

ryn  - l t l  Ma rch  1823  a t  i l a i e -d t i *Febv t ' e  i n  t he  chu rch  o f  S t .  An to ine .  H l s
par 'enrs were reLror i ie . r i  aE;  Pierre I r r i .nce and Marguer i te  Rousse d i te ComptoLs.

i r i t : r l 'e ,  a . i , f - t r . ) r rgh bUrr  in  Quei- rer : ,  wa.s of  Ac ' .adian b lood and was descended
i  r r : ' iu  Jacqi res*Nir :c i1 as ! . t i ) t ' . t  t r i te  "

i,tte l{oirurn Cactroll.r Lit irrrr,}L ; ' loes not regularly permit marriages betr.reen
rrrs l  cousi r . rs  wi t i iout .  a  d lspei isdr l ' -on for  consanguin i ty .6 I  am st i l l  making
r , r : r . i1r - i i | ies to f ind a record of  th i .s  d ispensat ion,  but  wi thout  any luck.  I
b l L l spec :L  f ha t  t l i ey  ne t /e r  bc t t r e re . l  i u  acqu i re  one .  As  the  genea l -og i s tn  Mr .
l l ' r ' ince,  s i iggests,  l reerr  Bay uas fa; :  away f rom the in f luence and authorLty
af  t i re  ! rench*Canadian , :1erp;v.7 Fur thermore,  the shor tage of  women on the
f l . -ont j -er  raay a1.so ha 'ue p laye- . t r  a  ro le in  Josephts decis ion to wed h i 's  coustn
A-r ,ge" i i -ne"  MiaL r :eact ior . r  t - l ie i r  i r . . r rerr ts  had tc . r  th is  marr iage,  or  what  conf l ic ts
inay i iave ar isen bec-ause of  i t ,  wi l l  prc lbably rernain a mystery.  But  i t  is
possib.Le that  .Joseph arr rJ  Algt : l . rne were ostrac ized.  Al though Angel lne may
Lrave kept .  in  contact  i " r i tkr  s ' :me of  her  s ib l ings,  Joseph appears to have been
i :e- ! .ar ive lv  is , :1ared f  r :o in i r i  s  f  errL i ly .  41 so,  t .he f  act  that  Joseph and
r l r rgeJ- ine vJere cc)usjns seei l$  to l r " ive i reen ke-pt  a secret  at  least  f rom thel r
i . r . ; ' a i r , 1 : : l - ; ; . ! , 11 ' c l : ,  I ' ; l . l i ; r i . : ;  ! i r r : i _ j t l i r L  c . i i i : ,  f a r , - . t  a  sec le t  may  accoun t  fO f  t he
r , . . ,  i r f , rLs i . r .g  ant l  l  ack ing i  i ; t i . , r f l r . i  r . io i . r  ( )n r .  ecrr rds per ta in ing to Joseph rs parent-
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tunong Lhe imporEant le5sons I learned from my search for Joseph

i: .  i ; r . ,ets background is to not let  my assumptions lead me off  the tral l  .
' . l i i i :  : ;earch for our ancestors--especial-1-y the elusive ones--can teaCh

al l  of  us valuable lessons. Many of these l-essons wi l l  only be about

irornr to do genealogical  research better.  However,  some of us wi l l  be

fortunate enough to learn more valuabl-e lessons from our ancestors--

lessons about their  courager sel f-sacr i f ice, and resourcefulness. I

may also have learned something about.Josephrs and Angel- inets love for

each other and their  rebel l ion against social  cornrent ion.

N O T E S

l .Angel ine 's  b i r thdate is  recorded in the Pr ince fami ly  Bib le;  her

i . r lace of  b i r th  and the names of  her  parents are recorded on her  bur ia l

ce i : t i f icate at  s t .  Ignat ius church in  Houghton,  Michigan.

2goth marr iage cer t i f icates can be found in the records of  the

i : r€ i t r -n Bay cour thouse.  The f i rs t  marr iage is  in  vol .  2 ,  P.  244 and was

f i l ed  on  9  Feb rua ry  1867 ;  t he  second 'mar r i age  i s  i n  vo l .  5n  Reco rd  25 ,

and was not  f i led unt i l  5  June 1869.  Apparent ly  the cour t  c lerk had

:r ; ; ; : i ,ed these cer t i f  icates f  rom prevlous records.  The re l ig ions ceremony

r: ;  a lso recorde<l  on Page 20 of  the St ,  Johnrs Marr iage Book.  In  none

of ,  t l lese records do the names of  the parents appear '

3tsona Arsenault .

Qtrebec: Edit ions Lemeac
pr.  '1423-L427 .

s ' I h i s  co r rec t s  A rsenau l t n  i b i d . ,  vo l  .  4 ,  p .  743 .  He  s ta tes  t ha t

y largrrer i te  Comptoisr  fa ther  was Godefroy,  but  her  marr iage record to

Pierre Pr ince c lear ly  shows that  her  fatheros name was Joseph,  ( I ' Iar r iage

.r :L ' r - j i i .cate,  28 Septernber IBL2,  Baie-du-Febvre,  Sorel  Judic ia l -  Dist r ic t

Ai :ch j -ves.)  Josephte Comptois t  marr iage to Jean-Bapt is te Al l ie  is

yec,rrtlerl in Antonio l"Ionglau (Comp .), I4ariages de In Baie du FebUye (L7LS-

l : i i 6 ) .  Q u e b e c :  B .  P o n t b r i a n d ,  L 9 6 7 ,  p ,  6 4 .

f .Jean Pr ince operates LtArbe Histor ique Enr.  His address is  610

Prc" . rost ,  Tro is-Riv ieres o Quebec Province '  GBY 4A5 '

i>(J.  Henry.  r 'Consanguin i ty . f '  New Cathol ic  Encyclopg4ia.  15 vols .

l r l ew  Yo rk :  McGraw-H i l l  Book  Co . ,  L967 i  vo l .  4 r  PP .  L92 'L96 ,

7I ,ut t " r  f rom Jean Pr ince Lo John P.  Dulong,  Tro is-Riv ieres,

1 ; t r rgust  1980.

Ht,s'toi,re et G)n1a'togie des Acad.iens. 6 vols'
I nc . ,  19783  vo l .  2 ,  PP .  738 -749  and  vo l .  4 ,

/ , ' )



JOSEPH PRINCE: AN ELUSIVE ANCESTOR 

-- John P. DuLong 

Many of us probably have had the experience of finding at last a 
long-elusive ancestor. Sometimes the ancestor just seems to have 
slipped through the gaps in record-keeping; at other t~es we find the 
difficulty lies in our own preconceived notions. Whenever a researcher 
can shed light on a dim or muddled past, he/she should feel a responsi­
bility to set the record straight. 

With this in mind, I would like to present to you the information I 
found about my great-grandfather, Joseph Prince, who evaded my efforts 
for several years. 

Joseph Prince moved to the Green Bay area of Wisconsin, probably 
around 1848. He settled at Duck Creek near Fort Howard, Brown County, 
where he may have worked in the lumbering business. On 16 January 1849 
in Green Bay, Joseph was married by Orson Cramer, Justice of the Peace, 
to Angeline Allie. Angeline was born on 18 September 1832, probably at 
Baie-du-Febvre, Yamaska County, Quebec, and was the daughter of Jean­
Baptiste Allie and (Marie-)Josephte Rousse dite Comptois.l Her parents 
appear to have moved from Quebec to Two Rivers, Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, 
in the 1840s. Joseph and Angeline were married for a second time by a 
Jesuit priest, Rev. Fr. Anthony Anderley, on 1 December 1849 at St. John's 
in Green Bay.2 

T'nirteen children were born to Joseph and Angeline, but only six 
survived to adulthood and lived to be married. The children were: Joseph 
(lf't), Olive, David, Joseph (2nd), Mary Elizabeth (Siefert), Madeline M. 
(Gallagher), Mary M. (Wardle), Louis J., Ida L. (Spring), John L., George, 
and Ros~ Olive (Stanton). All children were born in Wisconsin except Rose, 
who was born in Michigan. 

The family moved from Green Bay to Superior, Wisconsin, and finally 
settleu in Hichigan's Copper Country at Houghton. It was in Houghton that 
Angelin~ died on 11 November 1891. Several years after her death Joseph 
moved tc' l~rquette to live with his son Joseph (2nd) who owned a restaurant 
there. While visiting his daughter, }hdeline Gallagher, in Baraga, Joseph 
fell sick and died there on 28 October 1906. He was buried two days later 
in Forest Hill Cemetery at Houghton, next to Angeline. 

Befor~ his death Joseph had made his living as a timber cruiser, a 
JOD which involved searching through the forest for sections of timber to 
be logged for the copper mines. This meant that he had to spend many days 
in th2 busi,, probably living very much like an Indian. A tradition held 
in the family is that Joseph was part Indian, but I have found no evidence 
to support this belief. Joseph's knowledge of Indian ways--and perhaps a 
little of their languages--probably gave rise to this tradition of an 
Indian heritage in the family. 

It took me several years to find all of this information about Joseph 
Prince, but I still did not know his birthplace or the names of his parents. 

40 



I. 

I was continually frustrated by missing informatton, Joseph\s death 
certificate was never filed, his burial record was muddled, his obituary 
was uninformative, and his parents' names were not recorded on either of 
his marriage certificates. My only hope was to locate the record of his 
baptism in Quebec. I knew from the Prince family Bible that he had been 
born on 15 March 1823, but the place of birth was not recorded. 

I had searched through Arsenault's work on Acadian genealogy and had 
found that most of the Princes had settled at St-Gregoire after they had 
been exiled from Acadia.3 I also found that Michel Prince and Madeleine 
Bergeron had four sons: Joseph, Pierre, Michel, David. Three of these 
brothers gave their children names which had certain similarities to the 
names of Joseph's and Angeline's children; for example, Olive, David and 
Georges. These names were relatively uncommon among the Acadians of 
Quebec in this period. This led me to believe that one of these brothers 
may have been my Joseph's father. 

I had already found Pierre Prince on the 1850 census of Wisconsin 
at Fort Rowa~d and I kne\<.· that he was a boatman on the 1860 census. I 
also knew that his two sons, Pierre arid Louj s • .. wer-e\ farmers in the Fort 
Howard area around 1860. I inferred that he ~~ofieph's father because 
I had learned that Pierre Prince and Jean-Bapt~/Allie had married 
sisters. (Josephte and Marguerite were daughters of Joseph Rousse dit 
Comptois and Elizabeth Robidas d~tc Manseau.4) But this would make Joseph 
Prince and Angelin<-2 ,'l_llie l'i.rs[ c:-·us:ins anJ I assumed t_hat it simply 
could not be. My bias against the obvious convinced me that Pierre and 
Marguerite could not have been my Joseph's parents. 

t; 

fortunately, Mr. Jean Prince-' was able to avoid my prejudice and 
locate my ancestor's baptismal certificate by tracing the children of 
each of the four brothers. lie found that Joseph Prince was baptized 
on 16 March 1823 at Baie-du-Febvre in the church of St. Antoine. His 
parents were recorded as Pierre Prince and Marguerite Rousse dite Comptois. 
P1erre, although born in Quebec, was of Acadian blood and was descended 
fran, Jacques-Nicolas LePrince. 

_ The Roman Cathol1c Church does not regularly permit marriages between 
t1rst cousins without a dispensation for consanguinity.6 I am still making 
inquiries to find a record of this dispensation, but without any luck. I 
suspect that they never bothered to acquire one. As the genealogist, Mr. 
Prince, suggests, Green Bay was far away from the influence and authority 
of the French-Canadian clergy.7 Furthermore, the shortage of women on the 
frontier may also have played a role in Joseph's decision to wed his cousin 
Angeline. What reaction their parents had to this marriage, or what conflicts 
may have arisen because of it, will probably remain a mystery. But it is 
possible that Joseph and Angeline were ostracized. Although Angeline may 
have kept in contact with some of her siblings, Joseph appears to have been 
relatively isolated from his family. Also, the fact that Joseph and 
Angeline were cousins seems to have been kept a secret at least from their 
grand2hildren. Finally, keeping this fact a secret may account for the 
confusing and lacking information on records pertaining to Joseph's parent­
age. 
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Among the important lessons I learned from my search for Joseph 
Prince's background is to not let ~y assumptions lead me off the trail. 
The search for our ancestors--especially the elusive ones--can teach 
all of us valuable lessons. Many of these lessons will only be about 
how to do genealogical research better, However, some of us will be 
fortunate enough to learn more valuable lessons from our ancestors-­
lessons about their courage, self-sacrifice, and resotlrcefulness. I 
may also have learned something about Joseph's and Angeline's love for 
each other and their rebellion against social convention. 

II II 

N 0 T E S 

!Angeline's birthdate is recorded in the Prince family Bible; her 
rlace of birth and the names of her parents are recorded on her burial 
certificate at St. Ignatius church in Houghton, Michigan. 

2Both marriage certificates can be found in the records of the 
Green Bay courthouse. The first marriage is in val. 2, p. 244 and was 
filed on 9 February 1867; the second marriage is in val. 5, Record 25, 
and was not filed until 5 June 1869. Apparently the court clerk had 
~opied these certificates from previous records. The religions ceremony 
is also recorded on Page 20 of the St. John's Marriage Book. In none 
of these records do the names of the parents appear. 

3Bona Arsenault. Histoire et Genea&ogie des Acadiens. 6 vols. 
Quebec: Editions Lemeac Inc., 1978; vol. 2, pp. 738-749 and vol. 4, 
pp. 1423-1427. 

~This corrects Arsenault, ibid., vol. 4, p. 743. He states that 
Marguerite Comptois' father was Godefroy, but her marriage record to 
Pierre Prince clearly shows that her fatherts name was Joseph. (Marriage 
certificate, 28 September 1812, Baie-du-Febvre, Sorel Judicial District 
Archives.) Josephte Comptois~ marriage to Jean-Baptiste Allie is 
recorded in Antonio Mongeau (Comp.), Mariages de La Baie du Febvre (Z7Z5-
Z966). Quebec: B. Pontbriand, 1967, p. 64. 

5Jean Prince operates L'Arbe Historique Enr. His address is 610 
Prevost, Trois-Rivieres, Quebec Province, G8Y 4A5. 

6c. Henry. "Consanguinity.'' New Catholic Encyclopedia. 15 vols. 
New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1967; vol. 4, pp. 192-196. 

7Letter from Jean Prince to John P. DuLong, Trois-Rivieres, 
1 August 1980. 
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