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TEC CORNELIUS AUBRY:

AN IRISH }IABITANT IN NEW FRANCE

-- John P. DuLonn

Not a l l  o f  our  habi tant  ancestors were French.  There was a lways an
e thn i c  m lx tu re  i n  New F rance .  I n  L663 ,  f o r  i ns tance ,  t he re  was  i n  Canada
an Engl ishman,  a scotchman,  an r r ishman,  a swiss,  and two wal loor , " . l
Lea f i ng  t h rough  the  pages  o f  Pe re  Tanguay ts  D i c t i onna i re  Genea log ique ,  t he
r e a d e r w i l 1 f i n d t h a t S e v e r a 1 a n c i e n t p r e n c h u n d e d
by  Germans ,  I t a l i ans ,  Eng l i sh rnen ,  Po r tuguese  and  pe rsons  o f  o the r  na t i ona l -
i t i es . z  Some o f  t hese  fo re igne rs  came  as  p ionee rs  o r  so ld ie rs ;  o the rs  \ ^ /e re
b rough t  t o  Canada  as  cap t i ves  t aken  i n  ra ids  on  ne ighbo r i ng  co lon ies .

Almost  f rom the beginning of  New Francers h is tory there have been
Ce l t i c - I r i sh  and  Sco t t i sh  se t t l e r s .  Fo r  exanp le ,  Ab raham Mar t i n  was  n i ck -
named  "The  Sco t t ' .  Ma r t i n  was  among  the  p re rn ie r  co lon i s t s  i n  New F rance .
H is  n i ckname ind i ca tes  t ha t  he  was  Ce l t i c .  Howeve r ,  we  canno t  be  comp le te l y
su re  t ha t  he  was  Sco t t i sh  and  no t  I r i sh ,  s i nce  the  l r ench  somet imes  ca l1ed
I r i shmen  Sco ts  and  tUa r t i n t '  o f t en  occu rs  as  an  I r i sh  , u rn " .3

Many of  the Cel ts  who came to set t le  in  New France were f rom I re land.
I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  j udge  wha t  pe rcen tage  o f  t he  Canad ian  popu la t i on  may
have  been  I r i sh .  Howeve r ,  O fFa r re l l  es t ima tes  t ha t  o f  t he  2 ,500  fam i l i es
in  Canada  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  17 th  cen tu ry  a lmos t  100  were  na t i ves  o f  I r e l and
and in about  another  30 fami l ies e i ther  the husband or  the wi fe was f rom
I re land .4  He  p resen ts  ev idence  and  a rgues  tha t  many  o f  t hese  I r i shmen  had
come to New France as sold iers in  the Car ignan-Sal ieres regiment  or  la ter
1n  the  ba t ta l i ons  t ha t  f ough t  f o r  Mon tca lm .
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One of  the I r ish set t lers l "n New France was Tec Cornel lus Aubry.  He
may have been in Canada as ear ly  as 1663 at  Montreal .5 He appears on the

census of .  L667 as Tecle Cornel ius,  29 years of  age'  a servant  of  Andre

Dumets and Mar ie Chedevi l le  of  Montreal .6 Rt  Quebec on 10 Septernber 1670

Tec marr led Jeanne Chart ier ,  the daughter  of  Pierre and Mar ie Gaudon.
Jeanne was f rom St-Honore,  Par is .  She came to Canada_as a " f i - l1e du Roi"

and her  dowry inc luded a 50 l ivre g i f t  f rom the King. /

I t  is  f rom theorecord of  Tecrs marr iage at  Quebec that  we learn of

h is  I r ish her i tage. '  The par ish regis ter  in forms us that  Tec Aubrenam

was a habi tant  on the Assompt ion River .  His parents were Connehair

Aubrenam and Honore Jeannehour.  Tecrs b i r thplace is  recorded as the par ish

o f  S t -pa t r i ce  (S t .  Pa t r i ck ) ,  t he  v i l l age  o f  D iasony  (a l so  spe l t  D iasonyoen

or Diasonyden),  I re land.  He was born there somet ime between 1632 and 1638.

Tec next  appears in  168l  ln  the census of  the Seigneur ie de la  Chenaye
(Lachena ie ) . v  He  i s  l i s t ed  unde r  t he  name Jacques  Tecaub ry ,  4g€  45 ,  w i t h

hj -s  woman Jeanne Chart ier ,  a lso age 45,  and thei r  four  chi ldren:  Madele ine,

10 ;  Mar ie ,  8 ;  Jean ,  5 ;  and  F ranco i s r  4 .  Tec  owned  f i ve  a rpen ts  o f  l and

and f ive horned animals.

According to Pere Tanguay,  Tec and Jeanne had seven chi ldren in  aI l .10

Madele ine-Therese,  born at  Montreal  in  167L,  was marr ied twice:  (1)  Jean

Capet  (Capel)  on 14 November L696 at  Varennes,  and (2)  Ol iv ier  Laisne on

24 November 1700 at  Montreal .  Cather ine (perhaps the Mar ie of  the 168l

census)  was bapt ized on 20 August  L673 at  Montreal .  Jean-Cornel ius was

bapt ized at  Pointe-aux-Trembles of  Montreal  on 23 January 1-675.  Jean-

Bapt is te was bapt ized on 25 YIay 1676 at  Pointe-aux-Trsnbles.  Francois was

bapt ized on 31 October 1677 at  Pointe-aux-Trembles and marr ied to Jeanne

Bou te i l l e r  on  23  Sep tember  1708  a t  Mon t rea l .  Genev ieve  was  bap t i zed  on

22 October and bur ied on 5 November 1679 at  Pointe-aux-Trembles.  And

f inal ly ,  Et ienne was bapt ized on the 9th and bur ied the 28th of  February

1681  a t  Repen t i gny .
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Tec rs  l as t  appea rance  i n  Canad ian  reco rds  was  a t
on  24  November  1687  i n  t he  no t i ce  o f  h i s  bu r i a l  a t  55
Many French-Canadians^now carry Tects surname through
son ,  F ranco i  s  Aub ry  .  - t z

Polnt  e-aux-Trembles
y e a r s  o f  a g e . 1 1
descen t  f r om h i s

This is  essent ia l ly  a l l  the in format i -on we know about  Tec.  But  even
these facts are confusing.  His name changes several  t imes in the var ious
reco rds  and  repo r t s :  Tec ,  Tec le ,  Teague ,  and  even  Jacques .  H1s  su rname
has  been  reco rded  seve ra l  ways :  Aub renamn Aubrennan ,  Aub ry ,  Aup r i ,  ob ry ,
and Tecaubry.  c lear ly  the French were t ry ing to make the spel l ing and
pronunciat ion of  h is  I r ish name conform to Lhei r  language.  The names of
Tec ' s  pa ren ts  a l so  p resen t  some  d i f f i cu l t y .  H i s  f a the r r s  name was  un -
doub ted l y  conno r  o tB rennan ,  bu t  h i s  mo the r t s  name i s  unc lea r .

The re  i s  a l so  some d i sc repancy  abou t  Tec ' s  b i r t hp lace  i n  I r e l and .
A search of  r r ish maps and gazet teers does not  reveal  a v i l lage named
D iasony  o r  i t s  va r i an t s .  The  p r i es t  who  mar r i ed  Tec ,  pe re  c1e  Be rn ie res ,
t he  Supe r i o r  o f  t he  Semina ry  o f  Quebec r  may  have  m isunde rs tood  Tec ' s  I r i sh
(Gae l i c )  p ronunc ia t i on  o f  h i s  p lace  o f  o r i g i n  and  p robab l y  had  to  guess  a r
how to  spe11  i t  i n  F rench .

r  became cu r i ous  abou t  rec t s  name,  h i s  b i r t hp lace ,  h i s  pa ren ts ,  and
the  reason  fo r  h i - s  m ig ra t i on  t o  New F rance .  I n fo rma t i on  abou t  h im  f rom
Canad ian  resou rces  d id  no t  answer  a l l  r ny  ques t i ons .  T  < lec ided  to  r v r i t e
a  l e t t e r  t o  t he  Ordnance  Su rvey  O f f i ce  i n  Dub l i n - -wh i ch  makes  the  maps
f o r  I r e l a n d - - i n  h o p e s  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  T e c ' s  b i r t h p l a c e .
r  d i d  no t  expec t  much  f rom th i s  que ry  bu t  t o  my  su rp r i se  r  r ece i ved  an
encou rag ing  rep l y  f r om Kenne th  Ba le ,  t he  H ighe r  p lacename o f f i ce r .  He
advised me that  t t rere was no tourn in  I re land by the name Diasony or  i ts
va r i an t s .  Howeve r ,  he  asked  fo r  a  copy  o f  a  < locumen t  i n  wh i ch  the  v i l l age ts
name occu r red  so  tha t  he  m igh t  be  ab le  t o  ge t  a  be t te r  c l ue  f r om i t s
con ten ts .  r  r ushed  h im  a  copy  o f  Tec ts  mar r i age  reco rc l .

Seve ra l  weeks  l a te r  a  l e t t e r  a r r i ved  f rom A lan  } l ac  an  Bha i rd ,  ph .D . ,
o rdnance  su rvey  o f f i ce .13  rn  t h i s  b r i e f  two -page  l - e t t e r  Mac  an  Bha i rd
makes  seve ra l  ve ry  i n te res t i ng  educa ted  guesses  abou t  Tec rs  b i r t hp lace
and  name.  Un fo r tuna te l y ,  h i s  s ta temen ts  can  on l y  be  taken  as  i n t r i gu ing
con jec tu res  s i nce  we  l ack  documen ta t i on .  Neve r the less ,  he  p resen ts  some
leads  to  Tec ' s  p lace  o f  o r i g i n  and  he r i t age  wh ich  can  gu i c l e  f u r t he r
r e s e a r c h .

11rura.

t 2 t o ra . ,  
vo1  .  2 ,  p 67 -68  "
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0 f f i ce ,  Phoen i x  Pa rk ,
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Dubl in ,  I re land "



Accordlng to Mac an BhaJ-rd,  Diasony may not  be a v l l lage but  a name

that  designates a larger  uni t .  County Kerryn south of  the Main r iver ,

was knornm in Engl ish as Desmondts country in  the 16th and lTth centur i -es.

I t  \^Jas so. , .named because i t  had been the Norman-I r ish Ear l  o f  Desmondrs

property .14 In I r ish i t  was known as Deastrmhain (pronounced Deasuin)

and i ts  c lass ical  spel l ing was Deasmhumhain.  This may have been the

place name Tec spoke in I r ish and Pere de Bernieres \^ / rote as best  he

could in  f ' rench,  mistak ing the general  area for  a speci f ic  town.

Furthermore,  the par ish of  St .  Patr ick may a lso have been an error .

There are f ive St .  Patr ick par ishes in  l re land.  They are s i tuated in  the

ci t ies of  Dubl in ,  L imer ick,  I^ Iater ford,  Wexford,  and Ki lkenny,  but  these

appear to be ru led out  by the context  of  the marr iage record.  Mac an

Bha i rd  sugges ts  t ha t  pe rhaps  " . . .  de  Be rn ie res ,  t h i nk ing  i n  t e rms  o f  17 th

century France thaE t la  paro isse de St-Patr ice '  was in terchangeable wi th
, 1 , e g l i s e  d e  S t - P a t r i c e ' p u t  d o w n  t h e  f o r m e r  i n  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  l a t t e r . " l 5

Mac an Bhaird goes fur ther  to propose that  the mistaken par ish/church of

St .  patr ick ru ight  be represented by the l r ish Ci l l  Phadraig or  Teampal l
phadraig.  He points out  that  there is  a townland cal led Ki lpatr ick (Ci l l

Phadraig)  in  the par ish of  Kenmare,  east  of  the town Kenmare,  County Kerry '

which is  wi th in t tDesmondrs Countryt ' .  However,  as he observes,  whether

th i s  K i l pa t r i ck  co r responds  o r  no t  t o  Tec ts  pa r i sh  o f  S t .  Pa t r i ck  rema ins

to  be  p roven .

These  specu la t i ons  conce rn ing  Tec ts  p lace  o f  o r l g i n  a re  o f  va lue

alone,  but  Mac an Bhaird went  fur ther  and provided informat ion about  Tecrs

name and h is  parentsr  names.  Tec Cornel ius Aubrenanrs I r ish name would be

Tadhg mac Conchuir  Ui  Bhraonain;  that  is ,  Tadh son of  Conchur O Braonain

(o r ,  i n  Eng l i sh ,  Te ighe  Connor  O 'B rennan ) .  Tec  p robab l y  go t  t he  m idd le

name Cornel ius because i t  was a very common lat in izat ion of  Connor.  As

Tec rs  name sugges ts ,  h i s  f a the r t s  name was  Conchu r  0  B raona in ,  o r  Conno r

O tB rennan .  H i s  mo the r t s  name,  Hono re  Jeannehou r  i n  F rench ,  rep resen ts  i n

I r i sh  Onora  N i  Chonchu i r ,  o r  Hono ra  O 'Connor .

A weak conf i rmat ion of  Tecrs b i r thplace 1n Corrnty Kerry is  that  the

cornblnat ion of  an OrBrennan and an OtConnor may have possib ly- -but  not

exc lus i ve l y - -occu r red  the re  s i nce  bo th  sep ts  o f  t hese  c lans  cou ld  be

found in south or  centra l  KerrY.

With the valuable conJectures that  the I r ish Ordnance Off ice and Mac

an Bhaird have so k indly  prov ided we can perhaps t ry  to do some fur ther

specu la t i on  abou t  Tec rs  m ig ra t i on  t o  New F rance .

I4- 'Serr*as 
Mac Manus, The Story of the Ir ish Race (New York: Devln-

A d a i r ,  1 9 2 1 ) ,  p .  3 5 3 .

15A1. r ,  Mac an  Bha i rd ,  op .  c l t .



There have been many reasons for  the immigrat ion of  the I r lsh to
Amer ica and Canada;  for  example:  Engl ish tyranny,  the 1845 potato famine,
ev i c t i ons ,  and  unemp loymen t .  I n  Tec ' s  day  the  mo t l va t i on  f o r  l eav ing
I re land  may  have  been  due  to  C romwe l l t s  i nva " i on .16  O l i ve r  C romwe l l - -
the Pur i tan Lord Protector  of  the Engl ish Commonweal th--was in Tre land
f rom Augus t  1649  to  May  1650 .  He  came to  I r e l and  to  supp ress  a  rebe l l i on
the  I r i sh  l i ad  s ta r ted  i n  164 I .  C romrve l l  l e f t  a  t r a i l  o f  b l ood  and
des t ruc t i on  beh ind  h im .  The  mos t  h ideous  a t roc i t y  was  the  s iege  o f
D rogheda ,  wh i ch  resu l t ed  i n  t he  massac re  o f  abou t  4 ,000  men ,  \ , r omen  and
chi ldren.  When the I r ish eventual ly  surrendered at  Galway in May L652,
many  o f  t hem were  pe rm i t t ed  t o  embark  f o r  t he  con t i nen t  o f  Eu rope .  I t
i s  es t jma ted  tha t  so rne  34 ,000  l e f t  t o  j o i n  t he  I r i sh  b r i gades  tha t  f ough t
i n  t he  se rv i ce  o f  F rance ,  Po land ,  o r  Spa in .17  Meanwh j - l e ,  t he  f u r the r
se t t l emen t  o f  t he  Eng l i sh  i n  T re land  made  the  coun t r y  a  ve ry  dange rous
and  opp ress i ve  p lace  fo r  t he  I r i sh  t o  l i ve .  We  have  no  ev idence  t l ' r aL
Tec ,  o r  h i s  f a the r ,  we re  among  any  o f  t he  so ld ie rs  who  \ ^ /en t  t o  Eu rope .
Bu t  i t  i s  ve ry  l i ke l y  t ha t  t he  even ts  i n  I r e l and  du r i ng  C romrve l l ' s  i nvas ion
may  have  had  some impac t  on  Tec ts  dec i s i on  to  become an  em ig ran t .

Ano the r  cons ide ra t i on  a t  t h i s  pe r i od  may  have  been  tha t  t he  0 tB ren r rans
of  Kerry had been chiefs of  Dunkerron (near  Kenmare)  and fo l lowers of  the
O ' S u 1 1 i v a n  M o r  c 1 a n . 1 8  T h e  O ' S u l l i - v a n s f  e s t a t e s  w e r e  c o n f i - s c a t e d  i n  t h e
lT th  cen tu ry  and  many  o f  t hem wen t  t o  t he  conL inen t .  Pe rhaps  the  O 'B rennans
fo l l owed  the i r  l eade rs  t o  F rance .

Acco rd ing  to  one  t ' r espec tab le  t r ad i t i on " ,  t he  0 tB rennans  may  have
immig ra ted  to  B r i t t any ,  F rancu ,  w i t h  seve ra l  o the r  I r i s l r  f am i l i es  t o  be
f r e e  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  C a t i r o l i c  f a i t h  o f  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r u . l 9  B r i t E a n y  m a y
ve ry  we l , 1  have  been  on  Tec rs  pa th  t o  Canada .  I t  p rob . rb l y  made  sense  fo r
h i s  f am i l y  t o  m ig ra te  t he re  s i nce  the  B re tons  were  a l so  Ce l t i c  and  they
sha red  many  t rad i t i ons  w i th  t he i r  l r i sh  cous ins .  A l so ,  B r i t t any  was  one
o f  t he  F rench  p rov inces  tha t  sen t  se t t l e r s  t o  New F rance  i n  t he  1650s .20
Tec ts  poss ib le  p resence  i n  B r i t t any  does  make  some sense .

Tec may have come to Canada for  the same reasons that  mot ivated the
French :  f o r  l and  and  p rope r t y  on  the  S t .  Lawrencc ,  f o r  adven tu re  i n  t he
fu r  t r ade ,  o r  t o  escape  f rom feuda l  dues .  I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  know v , rha t
mo t i va t i ons  ou r  ances to rs  had  i n  com ing  to  New ! - rance .  Howeve r ,  i t  was
p robab l y  be t te r  t o  be  a  hab i t an t  i n  New F rance  than  a  De . l san t  i n  O ld
F rance .  Ce r ta in l y ,  f o r  Tec ,  i t  was  a  vas t  imp rovemen t  ove r  be ing  a
hun ted  and  ha rassed  I r i shman  i n  Pu r i t an -con t ro l l ed  I r e land .

1 6* "G iovan i  
Cos t i gan ,  A  H is to ry  o f  Modern  l r e l an4_  (New York :  Pegasus ,

l s t  p a p e r b a c k  e d . ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p p .  l O - 8 2 .
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Pa t r i ck  Ke1 l y ,  I r i - sh  Fami l y  Names  (Ch i cago :  O tConnor  and  Ke l1y ,
1 9 3 9 ;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  D e t r o i t :  G a I e  R e s e a r c h  C o m p a n y , 1 9 7 6 ) ,  p p .  7  a n d  1 0 9 .
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Tecrs decis lon Lo come to Canada,  fot  whatever  reason and a long

whatever  path,  resul ted in  the establ ishment  of  an I r ish farn i ly  whieh

became assimi lated in to Quebec society.  Tec now has many descendants

in Quebec,  Canada,  and the Uni ted States who assume that  they are only

French-Canadj-an.  Hidden in thei r  ancestry  is  an I r ish habi tant '

A l though our  presentknowledge about  Tec is  l imi ted to Canadian

records,  we have 
" t* .  "p""u lat ions 

upon which to base fur ther  research '

A search of  the genealogi -cal  records in  Dubl in  n ight  lead to more in form-

at ion that  could conf i rm some of  these conjectures and te l1 us more about

the I r ish her i tage of  many French-Canadians.

THE FLEUR-DE-LTS

Jones P. La.Lone

Our cover  th ls  month shows the ' f le tu ' -de-L is ' ,  meaning f lower of

the l i ly .  This  syrnbol  is  most  commonly associated wi th the French.  On

the provinc ia l  f lag of  Quebec there are four  fLetu-de-Lis  on a b l -ue

background separated by a whi te cross so that  there is  one in each

quadrant  of  the f lag.

This symbol  has a long and ancient  h is tory.  There is  some argument

over  i ts  or ig in and meaning.  A couple of  ear ly  legends concerning i ts

in t roduct ion to France are that  Clov is ,  King of  the Franks,  before the

Ba t t l e  o f  Tob iac  i n  496  A .D . ,  d reamed  tha t  t he  go lden  toads  on  one  o f

h is  banners changed to l l l ies.  The other  legend states that  Clov is  was

g i ven  a  l i l y  by  an  ange l  a f t e r  accep t i ng  Ch r i s t i an i t y .  The  l i l y  i s

o f t en  assoc ia ted  w i th  t he  B lessed  V i rg in  Mary  and  i s  one  reason  fo r  t he

s t rong  devo t i on  t ha t  t he  F rench  have  fo r  he r .  rC lov i s '  i s  an  ea r l y

form of  t loys '  or  r ] ,oui -s  I  and some experts  th ink that  the symbol  was

known as the f lower of  Louis.  In  any event ,  i t  became a prominent

symbol  and even Char lemagne used i t .  By 1376 Char les V chose three

f leur-de-L is  for  h is  coat  of  arms,  which became the of f ic ia l  nat ional

symbo l  o f  F rance .

Tt le  f leur . -de-L i ,s  i tse l f  looks more l lke an i r is  than a l i1y,  and

in fact  the i r is ,  unt i l  comparat ive ly  recent  t imes'  was known by the

name of  a 1 i ly .  There are only two herald ic  f lowers in  the proper

use of  the term-- the l i lv  and the rose.

For  fur ther  reading,  see the ar t i -c les on t tFLEUR-DE-Lrst t ,  "F lags" ,

and  "Quebec "  i n  Wor ld  Book  Encyc loped ia l  He ra ld ry :  Sou rces ,  S lmbo ls

and  Mean ing ,  by  O .  Newbecke r ;  A r t  o f  He ra ld ry ,  by  A .  Fox -Dav i s ;  and
nn re  f t " " t  ae  l . ys " ,  by  G .  Be l lEw ,  i n  Coa t  o f  A rms ,  An  Hera ld i c  Quar te r l y

M a g a z i n e ,  v .  1 ,  1 1 6 ,  p .  1 8 3  ( A p r i l  1 9 5 f  ) .


