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The Dudzeele and Straten Ancestry of Catherine de Baillon, Part 1
1
John P. DuLong, FCHSM member (dulongj@habitant.org)
Nothing quite haunts a genealogist like an unsolved mystery. The Dudzeele family in the ancestry of
Catherine de Baillon is one such mystery. The Dudzeele arms appear on a commemorative enameled
plaque of Marguerite de Gavre d'Escomaix, the abbess of Ste-Gertrude at Nivelles, commissioned in
1461. She was the youngest daughter of Arnauld VI de Gavre d'Escomaix and Isabelle de Ghistelles,
2
verified ancestors of Catherine de Baillon. Many Americans and Canadians can claim descent from
Catherine de Baillon and thus from the Dudzeeles.

Figure I: Commemorative Plaque for Marguerite de Gavre d'Escornaix, the Abbess of Ste-Gertrude,
Nivelles, displaying her ancestral arms and the images of the Madonna and child, Ste-Marguerite, a
crouching dragon, and a kneeling abbess Marguerite in the middle, 1461.

Heraldic evidence is often used to illustrate family history but is seldom useful in solving genealogical
problems. However, in the ancestry of Catherine de Baillon, this plaque with five family arms displayed
upon it was of particular genealogical value. The impaled Gavre d'Escornaix and Ghistellcs arms are for
the parents of Marguerite. To the left these anns arc repeated individually. The franc quarter of the
Ghistelles arms displays the Luxembourg arms and was thus an important piece of evidence proving a
1

The author would like to thank Barbara Lc Tarte and Kcshawn Mitchell, Document Service, Sladen Library, Henry
Ford Health System. Detroit. for assisting in acquiring many of the references used in this article through interlibrary
loan.
2
Rene Jette, John P. DuLong. Roland- Yves Gagne. Gail F. Moreau, and Joseph A. Dube, Table d 'ascendance de
Catherine Bail/on: 12 generations (Montreal: Societe genealogiquc canadicnne-fran<,:aise, 200 l ), 136. Comtc
Christian de Licdckcrkc Beaufort, "'Un cuivrc commemorative de Marguerite de Gavrc Escornaix, Abbesse de
Nivcllcs (1443-1462)," Le Parchemin, no. 214 (19XI): 261-264. Nivcllcs is south of Brussels in the Walloon
Brabant province, Belgium. Please keep in mind throughout this article that we arc dealing with families in
Flanders, Brabant, and llainault. all in modern-day Belgium, and there is a mixture of French and Dutch languages
used in the sources. thus de Stratcn is also seen as van Stratcn. \an dcr Stratcn. van Stractcn, or van Stractc.
Similarly, given names can vary. Jean \'S. Jan, c/c. Except for direct quotes, the French style of surnames, given
names. and place names will he used.
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connection to the prestigiOus Luxembourg family and led to the now well-known royal ancestry for
Catherine de Baillon. 3 To the right are the arms ofthe Roye (top) and Dudzeele (bottom) families.
The Gavre and Ghistelles families were well-documented in Table d'ascendance de Catherine Baillon:
12 gemirations, and the Roye family was recently identified in a separate article, 4 thus leaving the
Dudzeele arms a mystery. As the Gavre, Ghistelles, and Roye families were all important and wellknown Flemish and French families, it is a little odd that the Dudzeele family would be so obscure. This
article will unravel the mystery of this family and also show how Catherine de Baillon descends from the
Straten family of Flanders not only through Roger de Ghistelles, but also through his wife Elisabeth de
Dudzeele.
To set the stage for this article it is necessary to have some understanding of Flemish society in the
fourteenth century. The county of Flanders was part of the kingdom of France. As one of the most
urbanized areas in Medieval Europe, there was much social mobility in Flanders with the rise of urban
patricians at the expense of rural nobles. Bruges, along with Ghent and Ypres, were the three most
important economic centers of the county of Flanders. Furthennore, from the assassination of Charles the
Good, count of Flanders, in 1128 to the assimilation of Flanders in the Duchy of Bourgogne in the
fifteenth century, the land was racked by rebellions; specifically, major rebellions occurred in 1296-1305,
1323-1328, and 1379-1385. The king of France, the count of Flanders, the patricians, the nobles, the
guild members, the common workers, and the peasants would be caught up in swirling alliances and
counter-alliances during these rebellions. In general, the nobles tended to support the king and/or the
count, but it was not uncommon for them to change their loyalties as the rebellions progressed and
eventually were suppressed or resolved. These rebellions could be very violent as witnessed by the
Bruges Matins on 18 May 1302, when the citizens of that town killed every Frenchman they could find.
A few months later at Courtai (Kortrijk) on II July 1302 the Flemish militia triumphed over the knights
of the king of France in the famous battle of the Golden Spurs. The Dudzeeles and the other Flemish
5
noble families discussed in this article were involved or at least affected by these upheavals and events.
' To understand the heraldry terms used in this paper. please refer to Stephen Friar, cd., A Dictionary ol Heraldry
(New York: Harmony Books, I 9X7). The blazons for these arms arc as follows: Gavrc d'Escornaix arms: D 'or au
douhle tn;cheurjleuronne et contre~fleuronne de sinople. au chevron de gueules brochant sur le tout. Paul AdamEven, L 'Armorial unil·ersel du heraut Gelre (I 3 70- I 395), C/aes Heinen, roi d'armes des Ruyers, (Neuchatel:
Societe Suisse d'Heraldiquc, lmprimeric Paul Attingcr S. A., 1971 ), 69, n. 935. Corneillc Gailliard, Le Blason des

annes suit·i de I 'amwrial des \'illes. chdtel!enies. coz11·s j(;odales. seigneuries et jczmil/es de I 'ancien comte de
Flandre (Brussels: Ch. And A. Vandcrauwcra, IX66). IX-19, n. 3. 20, 30. J.-Th. De Raadt, Sceaux Armories des
Pm·s-Bas et des pm·s m·oisinonts. 4 vols. (Brussels: Societe Beige de Librairic, 1897-1903), I: 436. Johannes
Baptist Rictstap. Armorial gL;nL;ral. 2"d cd., 2 vols. (Gouda: G. B. van Goor, 18X4-!887), I: 626. Ghistclles arms:
De gueulc.1. au chel·ron d'hermines (Ghistel/es). occompagne en chcl cl dextre d 'un ecusson jcisce d 'argent et
d'a::ur, au lion de gueules arme. lwnpos.1·e et cOlii'OI111L; d'or, hroclwnt sur le tout (Luxembourg). Adam-Even,
Armorial uni\'i'rsel du hewut Gclre, 76, n. 1074, 9X. n. 1537. C. Gailliard, Bloson des annes, 12, 22. Raadt, Sceaux
Armories des Pars-Bas. I: 436. Rictstap. Armorial gc;neral, I: 772, 2: 116. Roye arms: De gueules a Ia bande
c/'argem. Adam-Even. Armorial unit·erscl du heraut Gclre. 39. n. 415. 41, n. 454. Rictstap, Armorial general, 2:
625. Dudzcelc arms: D 'orgent m1 che1·ron de gueules. Adam-Even, Armorial universe/ du heraut Gelre, 70, n. 952.
C. Gail liard. Bloson des onncs. 19. Rictstap. Armorial general. I: 5R2. For color images of these anns point your
Intcrnct browser to http://habitant.org/bai llon/armorial.htm#N ivcllcs .
John P. DuLong and Jean Bunot. "Catherine de Baillon's de Royc Ancestry: Another Gateway," Michigan's
1/ohiwnt Heritage. 30. no. I (January 2009): 5-1 X.
' For background information on this period of Flemish history please sec the following: Jan Dumoyln and Jclle
llacmcrs. "Patterns of Urban Rebellion in Medieval Flanders.'' Joumal of Medicvol ffistorv 3!, no. 4 (2005): 369393: David M. Nicholas. "Town and Countryside: Social and Economic Tensions in Fourteenth-Century Flanders,"
Comporatin' Studies in Societr ond !Iiston- I 0. no. 4 (July 196X): 45X-4X5: David M. Nicholas, Medieval Flanders
(London: Longman. 1996 ): and .J. F. V crbruggcn, The Bottle of the Golden Spurs (Courtrai, I I Julv !302) (Bury St.
Edmunds. United Kingdom: The Boydcll Press. 2002).

.J
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Lastly, the tenn Franc de Bruges, that is, the liberty of Bruges, needs to be explained. This was the rural
districts and seigneurie outside the gates of Bruges but inside the original chCitelainie of Bruges and
considered part of the city's region and subject to the municipal magistrates. 6 They had their own
aldermen and several of Elisabeth de Dudzeele's ancestors and relatives served as aldermen for the Franc
de Bruges.
The key work to consult to solve the problem of the Dudzeeles is Charles Piot's Notice historique et
gem?alogique de Ia maison de Straten published in 1877. 7 Unfortunately, this is a very rare book and the
8
authors of the Table d'ascendance de Catherine Bail/on had access to only a few photocopied pages.
This book is so rare that it was unavailable at any local or regional libraries or through interlibrary loan.
It was not until this author arranged to have major portions of it photographed that he was able to verify
9
that it did indeed hold much more information about not only the Stratens but also the Dudzeeles.
Piot's book is impressive, filled with genealogical details and engravings of arms and artifacts. However,
Emest Warlop, the preeminent scholar on the early Medieval Flemish nobility, warns not to depend too
heavily on Piot "because he is often unreliable" and "[h]e also assigns relationship without any valid
10
proof whatsoever."
Herve Douxchamp, who has written extensively on the latter Straten families, while
mentioning Warlop's criticism of Piot, appears to have a higher opinion of his work and praises him for
11
putting the family genealogy in historical context.
Nevertheless, since Piot can be problematic, when
citing him I will include at critical points any citations to original materials he used. Presumably, when
using original materials, Piot would have been more reliable and less likely to force relationships between
.
I'
generatiOns. The careful reader will have noted that mention has been made of Elisabeth de Dudzeele as the ancestress
of Catherine Baillon. However, in the Table d'ascendance de Catherine Bail/on, the authors present
Marguerite de Dudzee/e, dame de Dudzeele in her own right, as the wife of Roger de Ghistelles, seigneur
6

Henri Pircnnc. "Belgian Democracy: Its Early History," (14 November 2009), originally published in English in
1915 and often reprinted as Earll· Democracies in !he Lrm Counlries, 2g, 125, n. 33, available at
http://socscrv .mcmastcr.ca/ccon/ugcm/3ll3/pircnnc/BclgianDcmocracy.pdf A chate!ainie, or castlcward, is a district
that belongs to a castle.
' Charles~ Piot. No/ice his!Orique el genealogique de Ia maison de Sfl·aten (Brussels: Typographic BruylantChristophc & Co., l S77).
' Piot, Maison de S!rulen, 41-4 7, used to prove that Pierre Havcrskcrkc, knight, was married to Marie de Stratcn, the
daughter of Richard l Il de Staten. Letter from Rene Jette to John P. DuLong, received ca. I 0 Jan. 1997.
9
Only a handful of libraries in the world own a copy of Piot's Maison de Straten. Through the auspices of Bob
O'Hara. a professional genealogist I have used in the past to research British military and maritime records, I was
able to hire Nina Staehle to visit the National Art Library of the Victoria and Albert Museum where she
photographed llS pages from this book at the cost ofS326.09.
111
Ernest Warlop, The Flemish Nohililr Before 1300, 2 vols. in 4 parts (Kortrijk: G. Dcsmct-Huysman, 1975-1976),
2: part 2: 1143, n. a.
11
Herve Douchamps, "Aux origines de la bmillc van dcr Stratcn-Waillct-Ponthoz," La Parchemin 56, no. 274
(July-Aug. 1991 ): 222-315, 22S-230. He offers a helpful table comparing and summarizing the Straten genealogy as
proposed by Piot and Warlop. 236.
I' Normally, I prefer to follow up and sec the original documents myself
However, it cost me over $100 to get a
copy of just one of these documents, namely the 1386 court case between Marguerite de Dudzeele, the widow of
Jacques de Schatillc, and Roger de (jhistcllcs. "'Rcgistrcs aux actcs ct sentences du Conscil de Flandre, a Gand, des
annccs l3S5 i1 l3SS," tr 4Sv and 7Sr. The calligraphy was beyond my expertise, and I really lack the skill to read
Medieval Latin and Flemish. Nevertheless, I hope I provide enough information here for the intrepid researcher
with better skills to follow these citations to the original documents should they wish to examine them.
Furthermore, I have attempted to crosscheck Piot against other independently published sources whenever possible.
Nc\crthclcss. the prudent reader would be wise to consider this article an exploration of the published resources and
not a definitive article based on an analysis of original documents.

II~

Michigan's Habitant Heritage, VoL 32, #3, July 2011

of Dudzeele through his marriage and of Straten in his own right, and the mother of Isabelle de Ghistelles,
the wife of Arnauld VI de Gavre, baron d'Escornaix. 13 However, several other sources indicate that her
given name was Isabeau, Isabelle, or Elisabeth de Dudzeele. 14 As her sister is named Marguerite and
there is another Marguerite de Dudzeele, Elisabeth's aunt, who is mentioned in a legal case of 1386-1387
associated with Roger de Ghistelles, it appears that some historians confused these Marguerites with
Elisabeth. She is clearly named Elisabeth in a document found by Piot:

Dame Elisabeth, fille de sire Jacques de Dudzeele, femme de Roger de Ghistelles, pour
un fief de 60 arpents de terre, situe dans le moer de Straten, paroisse de Saint-Andre, dont
Guillelmine, dame de La Torre, !'a adherite en qualite de sa plus proche heritiere.
[Lady Elisabeth, daughter of sire Jacques de Dudzeelc, wife of Roger de Ghistelles, for a
fief of 60 acres of land located in the moere {polder, land reclaimed from the sea} of
Straten, parish of Saint-Andre, which Guillelmine, Lady of La Torre, gave to her as her
closest relative.] 15
It would therefore be more accurate to call her Elisabeth de Dudzeele, as will be done in this article.
In addition to getting her name wrong, the authors of Table d'ascendance de Catherine Bail/on also
misunderstood the way the seigneurie of Straten came into the Ghistclles family. In this book 1t 1s
suggested that Roger de Ghistelles was seigneur of Dudzeele through his marriage with Elisabeth and that
he was also the seigneur of Straten through his mother, Marie de Havcrskerke, and in turn through her
mother, Marie de Straten. 16 However, both the seigneurie of Straten and Dudzcclc came to Roger
through his wife Elisabeth.
Elisabeth was well off. From her uncle Baudouin de Dudzcclc, she inherited the fief of Wcstkapellc, the
castle of Dudzeele with the sub-fief of Bonhem, and a second unnamed fief at Dudzeele as well as ~0

13

Jette eta!., Table d'ascendance de Catherine Bail/on, 112-113, 125, 135. Her given name was based on the
following sources: Detlev Schwennickc, Europaische Stammtafeln: Stammtafe/n ~ur Geschichte der Europiiischen
Staaten, Neue Folge, 26 vols. to date (Marburg, Germany: Verlag von J. A. Stargardt: and Vittorio Klostermann.
1978-2009), 7: Ghistelles, table 97, which has "Margareta v. Dudzeclc." J. Dumont. Recueil gi>nea/ogique des
families originaires des Pays-Bas ou y C!ab/ies ... , 2 vols. (Rotterdam, Netherlands: N. p., I 775-177';<,, I: 165. which
records her name as "Marguerite ou Anne, Dame Hcriticrc du Dutscle." Jean Jacques Gailliard, Bruges et le Franc
ou leur magistrature et leur noblesse avec des donnees historiques et genea/ogiques sur clwque j(uni//e. 6 vols.
(Bruges: Davcluy, 1857-1860), 1: 94, offers "Marguerite ou Anne van Dudzcclc." And FC!ix-Victor Goethals.
Dictionnaire genea/ogiques et hera/diques des /(unifies nobles du Romume de Belgique, 4 vols. (Brussels: Imp.
Polack-Duvivicr, 1849-1852), 2: no pagination, sec the "Gavrc" article, calls her "Anne, dame de Dudzcclc."
14
Christophe Butkcns, Trophees tan! sacres que pro/anes du duche de Brabant, 2 vols. plus 2 supplements (La
Haye: Chretien van Lom, 1724-1726), supplement 2: v, has "lsabcau, Dame de Dudzeclc." Jcan-Gillcs Lc Fort and
Jacques-Henri Le Fort Manuscript Collection, FHL microfilm 0451877, Ghistclles dossier, f. 120v. has "Isabelle
Dame de Dudzelle, Stratcn," f. 128r, and "Isabelle de Dudzclle Dammc de Dudzclla Stractcn." Ferdinand van de
Putte, "Mcrkemensia," Annales de Ia Societe d'emu/ation pour I 'etude de I 'histoire et des antiquities de Ia Flundre
2, 2"d series (1844): 299-334 314, presents her as "lsabcau, dame heriticrc de Dudzcclc ct de Stractcn." Charles
Poplimont, "Straten," La Belgique heraldique, II vols. (Paris: Henri Carion, 1863-186 7), I 0: 249-39R. on 2RO has
her name as "Marguerite de Dudzcle" while on 262 he offers her name as "lsabcau de Dudzclc." Lastly. Piot.
Maison de Straten, 59-61,69, consistently refers to her as "Elisabeth de Dudzcclc." lsabcau. Isabelle. and Elisabeth
are, of course, variations of the name Elizabeth.
15
Piot, Maison de Straten, 60-61, citing "Comptes en rouleaux, no. 23 16. an nee 13 77-13 7~." A polder. nwL;rc in
French, is land reclaimed from the sea.
16
Jette eta/., Table d'ascendance de Catherine Bail/on, 125, 13 7.
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livres paris is of rent all within the ton lieu of Bruges and within the lands of the count of Flanders. 17 (See
footnote for definitions.) In 1377-1378, in advance of her inheritance, she received the 60 arpents of land
in a polder in the seigneurie of Straten in the parish of St-Andre from her mother. 18 At the death of her
mother in 1386, she divided the remaining estate with her sister Marguerite. She retro-ceded the
seigneurie of Straten at St-Andre to her sister, but held on to the castle and seigneurie of Straten at
Varsenare with the ammanie of Varsenare and the sub-fiefs situated at Stalhille and Jabbeke. 19 At the
20
death of her sister Marguerite, who never married, Elisabeth regained the lands her sister had held.
In
contrast, her husband, Roger de Ghistelles, was a younger son and appears to have been landless, so his
match to Elisabeth was indeed fortunate for him.
The following table shows how Roger de Ghistelles and Elisabeth de Dudzeele share a common ancestry
back to Richard de Straten, III.
RKh.ud de Str..u.·n. lll,
~gr. ofStr.Hen, k.Hlght,
aldcnn,m of Fran~.- de
Bru~~·l>,

fi. 1225-1.284

m. ( 1) M.ngut>rite Jc VAr.;en.are;
(lJ M.ugu.::ritt> de Torhout

(I)

GuilLmmc dt" ~tr<~tcn, I.

:\1n.rit' de Stutcn,

~r. ~'btr.\(t'n, kni~ht,

lll26(i,

alderman '-'fFran(
Bru~··s.. tl 1166- 1:;cl4
nL Agn~ de Lu.:htavelde

nt Pa~-rrt" H.i.Yt'r:tkerquc,
kni~ht

dt'

I
GtulhlllnW dr: :i-tr,\(t'll,

M.lnt' ,it• H.wt'r~"-t'l\lth',
m..i..< b1~ l nJ ~'I tc
Chisto•llt·~. IL l.'l2<t-l.:;-H.:.,

[1,

st:r. of~trAtt'n,

tl

U05-U3~l

k.m .:it"

,1.

bc~.ttlt>.;Jt.Crtlcy

s_.:r {,f Str.tt.·n .tnd D11.b,·,·k,

5~T. L)fStr.\tt-'11,

d. d!i.t'T

11.1348 1361
m. tli!<,1l•ctb dc I lcrzdks

137~1

m t l) (lJ5.th·tlt ,j<.' fludzalt·,
d.mlt' ,1nd lw1rf~:> (~f llu.lut•l{•

,w.\ ~\[

>tr,Ht'l\,

{2) .\1..m.· ,,r ktP.-lk d.·
<.;uillt'lmittt'

,Lunr

,1e ~tr.Ut'll,

lJtdlt'fYt'll{t•

.._,f Lt Tt'rt', ~tr.tt<.'n,
.1nd V.us.·n.u.·
tt. \3(,$-tJ.._-.1._.;

fbt-.:.b<.'lb tiC" Dtuludt" w.:.t- t!tt" ~C"(nnd
coustn, twicC" rcmovr~.!,•f hrr husll.tfl>l,
R0o;:c>r ,{<' Ght~r,IJ.-s, .md hoi>

FJts,,Qt.·th de Pudzede,
d•.unc ~l(.' nu,{ud<.'
.m ..1::-.tr.ttnl,

m.

hc>~·.u1w

thr>

SC!~nrur <-'t both ::-;tr.:.tcn .:.nd D1Hizrele
thmu)o!b h,,r rights tlfinh<"rit.lnt:~ .

d.Lrt. U95,
d.- CbJSt.-11~-s.. - - - - '
.1nd I1u.d:Lt'dt•

R,,~t-r

~i:r.of~tr.lh'll

Figure 2: Relationship between Elisabeth de Dudzeele and Roger de Ghistelles.

17

Piot, Maison de Straten, 59-60, citing "Rcgistre aux dcnombrcments des fiefs de Ia ch<ltcllcnic de Brugcs, no.
1072, fol. 10 et fol. 27, no. 1074 aux archives du royaumc a Bruxcllcs.-Comptc en rouleau, no. 2322, ihid. [annccs
1384-1386, archives du royaume]." A livre parisis is a Parisian !il'l·e, a French monetary unit. A ronlieu is a district
in which one must pay a tax to transp011 or sell merchandise.
IX Piot, Maison de Sfl·aten, 59-61, citing "Comptcs des fiefs en rouleaux, no. 2316, [an nee 13 77-13 7X] archives du
royaume." An arpent is a French measurement of! and close to an English acre in size.
19
An ammanie is an administrative district run by an amman.
20
Piot, Maison de Straten, 60-63.
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Richard de Straten, III,
sgr. of Straten, knight,
alderman of Franc de
Bruges, fl. 1225-1284
m. (1) Marguerite de Varsenare;
(2) Marguerite de Torhout
(1)
Guillaume de Straten, I,
sgr. of Straten, knight,
alderman of Franc
de Bruges, fl. 1266-1304
m. Agnès de Lichtervelde

Marie de Straten,
fl. 1266,
m. Pierre Haverskerque,
knight

Guillaume de Straten, II,
sgr. of Straten,
fl. 1305-1339
m. Sybille —?—

Marie de Haverskerque,
m. as his 2nd wife
Jean de Ghistelles, fl. 1324-1346,
d. battle of Crécy
his 1st wife was Marie or
Marguerite de Luxemboug

Richard de Straten IV,
sgr. of Straten,
fl. 1348-1361
m. Élisabeth de Herzelles

Roger de Ghistelles,
sgr. of Straten and Dudzeele,
d. after 1379
m. (1) Élisabeth de Dudzeele,
dame and heiress of Dudzeele
and of Straten;
(2) Marie or Isabelle de
Litchervelde

Guilleimine de Straten,
dame of La Tore, Straten,
and Varsenare
fl. 1368-1386
m. Jacques de Dudzeele

Élisabeth de Dudzeele,
dame de Dudzeele
and Straten,
d. ca. 1395,
m. Roger de Ghistelles,
sgr. of Straten and Dudzeele

Élisabeth de Dudzeele was the second
cousin, twice removed of her husband,
Roger de Ghistelles , and he became the
seigneur of both Straten and Dudzeele
through her rights of inheritance.

Michigan's Habitant Heritage, Vol. 32, #3, July 2011

There are scattered mentions of Dudzeeles associated with Bruges before the fourteenth century. The
earliest mention of a Dudzeele is in 1100 when Hugues de Dudzeele witnessed a document made by
Baudouin, the son the Robert, count of Flanders, at the Abby of St-Andre of the land of Bensebrouc.
Likewise, in 1152, a Raimbaud de Dudzeel witnessed a charter of Thierry d' Alsace granting to the Abby
of Afflighem. 21 After the Battle of the Golden Spurs, Baudouin, sire of Dudzeele; Richard de Dudzeele;
the dame of Dudzeele; and Jacques de Dudzeele, seigneur of Clemskerke, as well as Jean, sire de
Ghistelles, all enemies of Guy de Dampierre, count of Flanders, had their property and rents confiscated
for following the banner of Philip IV, the Fair, king of France. 22 After this same battle, Sohier and Pierre
de Bailleul were lodged in the home of the widow of Jean, seigneur de Dudzeele, in Bruges. 23 So the
family held not only a seigneurie in the country but also a home in the town of Bruges. Lastly, the sieur
Dudzeele of Bruges and a Jacque [sic] de Dudzee1e of Franc de Bruges were listed as nobles in 1328
under Louis, called de Crecy, count of Flanders. 24
Clearly, the Dudzeeles were important seigneurs in the Bruges area. However, the family died out in the
male line and traceable lineages only go through female lines. This appears to be why such a prominent
family would sink into obscurity, as women were less well documented than men in the Middle Ages.
The Medieval lack of interest in women is evident in the genealogical summary (to be published
subsequently). Many wives are poorly identified, known only by a given name or with a given and
surname but no verified connection to a paternal family.
In contrast, we know little about Elisabeth's paternal Dudzeele ancestors, but the genealogical summary
demonstrates, fortunately, that there is much more known about her maternal Straten ancestors and related
families.
The next installments will be a genealogical summary that presents children of couples in the first four
generations.
To be continued

'I Piot, ivfaison de Straten, 44-45, 59. The "Fragment de Ia gencalogie de Dudzeele," 59-60, that Piot presents, in
which he relates many details about the Dudzcele family, is like a large footnote but it is not well documented with
citations to original or publisher sources. He also presents a similarly sparsely documented fragment on the
Ghistclles family. 61-63.
22
Piot. ,Hui.1u11 de Strutcn, 59.
21
Francis Bayley. The Builleuls ujFianders and The Bavleys of Willow Hall (London: Spottiswoodc & Co., 1881 ),
39-40.
24
A. Dinaux. Archi1·es historiques ct litteraires du Nord de Ia France et du Midi de Ia Belgique, 3'd scr.,
(Valenciennes: Bureau des archives, I 1\57), 6: 240-242.
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The Dudzeele and Straten Ancestry of Catherine de Baillon, Part 2
1
John P. DuLong, FCHSM member (dulongj@habitant.org)

(See MHH, VoL 32, #3, July 2011 for Part I.)

Genealogical Swnmary
The following genealogical summary presents children of couples in the first four generations only; the
later generations are documented in Warlop 's The Flemish Nobi!i(v and elsewhere. Although surnames
are assigned in each generation for the sake of clarification, as well as generation numbers for people with
the same name, do keep in mind that in the early Middle Ages surnames were not common, so Richard II
de Straten would really be known as Richard, sieur de Straten.
GENERATION I

1. ELISABETH DE DUDZEELE, dame of Straten, Dudzeelc, Straten in Varsenare, and the fief of
2
Westkapelle, as well as the sub-fiefs of Bonhem, Stalhille, and Jabbeke, daughter of Jacques de
3
Dudzeele and Guillclmine de Straten, died after 26 December 1388, married about 1357,~ ROGER DE
5
GHISTELLES, knight, son of Jean de Ghistelles, chamberlain and captain of Flanders, and Marie de
Haverskerque. He next married Marie or Isabelle de Lichtervelde, dame and heir of the same place and of
Wervy and Rumbeke, daughter of Louis de Lichtcrvelde, knight, and Jeanne dame de Wcrvy.r, Roger,
like many other French and Flemish men-at-arms and knights, played a role in the Hundred Years War.
In September 13 79, he was present, along with his brothers Jean and Gerard, at the defense of Audenarde
serving the count of Flanders against the rebellious forces of Ghent. 7 The siege was lifted in December
1379. And in 1385 Roger was in command of two hundred Bretonnes lances and responsible for
defending Dammc, the port of Bruges, and Acrdenbourg. However, in an abundance of confidence that
his soldiers and the citizens of Damme could defend themselves he departed for Brugcs. When the leader
of the Ghcntenarcns, Fran<;:ois Ackerman heard of his departure he decided to conduct a surprise attack on
Damme and succeeded in capturing the city on 17 July. Roger had left Elisabeth at Damme as she was
with child and near giving birth. Ackerman treated Elisabeth and several other noble Flemish ladies with
great respect. These noble ladies were not released from captivity until the French and their Flemish

1

The author would like to thank Barbara LeTarte and Keshawn Mitchell, Document Service, Sladcn Library, llcnry
Ford Health System, Detroit, for assisting in acquiring many of the references used 111 this article through interlibrary
loan.
2
Stratcn is located in modern-day St-Andre (Sint-Andrics). Stratcn, Bonhcm, Dudzcclc, Jabbckc. Stalhillc.
Varsenarc, and Westkapelle arc all located in the Brugcs arrondissement (administrative district). West Flanders
province, Belgium.
3
Elisabeth de Dudzecle inherited property around this date aticr the death of Marie de l3aillcuL the widow of her
uncle, Baudouin de Dudzccle. Piot, Maison de Straten. 64. is mistaken when he says she died about \395 after the
death of Roger de Ghistelles as the evidence of his second marriage indicates that she preceded him in death.
4
Schwennicke, Europaische Stammta/eln, 7: table 97.
5
Roger de Ghistelles most likely impaled his father's arms with his wife ·s, but no evidence has been found ror his
anns. Roger's brother, Jean V de Ghistcllcs, used: Ecartele: I et 4. de gueules, ou chen·on d'hermine ((ihiltelles).

2 et 3, burele d'argent et d'azur de 11l!it pieces. au lion de gueulcs. couronne d'or (/"uxemhourg).
comes, d'or et d'argent. Adam-Even, Armorial universe/ du heraut Gelre. 76, no. 1074.
6

Cin1ier /)cur

Also spelled Vervy, Wervick, Wervik, or Wervicq, in the Ypres arrondissement, West Flanders province, Belgium.
Manuscrits genealogies de J E. et J H. LeFort, ''Genealogies de families nobles: De Ghistcllcs." Fl !L microlllm
no. 0451877, f. 122, 124, 128.

7
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allies were able to retake Dammc on 27 August. In the process of liberating the town the French caused
much of it to be destroyed and the noble ladies were extracted with difficulty.~
Roger de Ghistelles and Elisabeth de Dudzecle were the parents of the following children:
1.

11.

111.

I\'.

9

lEAN DE GHISTELLES, knight, seigneur of Dudzeele and Straten, known as Jean de
Dudzcele, d. 1430 at Bovines fighting the Liegeois, m. JACQUELINE DE CRAON,
daughter of Jean de Craon, seigneur de Dommart, and Marie de Chatillon. 10 The
name Jean de Dudzecle (Jan van Dudzeele) appears on the list of knights who fought
in the famous tournament at Bruges held on II March 1392. The tournament was
between 49 knights on the team of the seigneur of Gruthuyse and 48 knights on the
team of the seigneur de Ghistclles. This Jean was listed with the knights fighting on
11
the side of Gruthuyse.
The heraldic evidence clearly indicates that this Jan van
Dudzeelc is Jean de Ghistelles as it shows the Ghistelles arms quartered with the
Dudzccle arms.
Louis de Ghistelles, d. 1394-1395, and left Jabbeke to his brother Jean. 12
MARl!. DE CiHISTELLES, m. (I) JEAN DE HALEWYN, seigneur of Roosbeck and of
Syevcghem, viscount of Harlcbeck; and (2) LOUIS DEFLANDRE, called le Frison, son
of the count of Flanders, seigneur of Woestine and of Praet. 13
LLI-. DE CiiiiSTELLES, m. ARNOULD DE CiA YRE, baron d'Escornaix, knight. l-l
Ancestress of Catherine de Baillon and through her of many Canadian and
Amer·ican families.
ISABI

' John Fru1~sart. C'/mmicles of f:'ngland Fmnce. Spain, and the Adjoining Countries, ji·om the Latter Part of' the
Reign ojL,h~Unlll w the Corunotion o/1 fenrr IV (New York: American Book Exchange, 1880), 34 7-349.
" The arms slW\\·n r·or Jean de Dudzeclc in the Lit·re des tournois arc the same as found in Pract, Recherches sur
l.nuis de 8mges. 27(1. who has: ".-Ill I et 4 de gueules, au chevron d'argent, au 2 et 3 d'argent. au chevron de
guculcs. 1111i e11 nud::ccle. occoste de son etendard II a pour cimier une tete de houc d'argent dans un vol" "Lc
Tuurnoi de Brugcs I.N2." Lu .\ohlcsse Beige (1893): 194-203, 198-199, offers "21. Mer Jan 1'011 Dud::eele:
(;cunch; I et 4.· d'urgent au chet·ron de gueules; 2 et 3: de gueules au chevron d'hermine accompagne au canton
dmil du clicjd'un (;cuss on d 'wgent. wt lion de gucules. Capuchon: com me van Gruythuyse (12) [zmc tete et col de

hc;lier d'urgent. ucuJI'/l(;e d'or, entre un 1·ol d'a::/11}. suns hourrclet. Bannic're: aux annes de l'ecu.-Var. Messire
.!chan de Dud::cllc.· cimia: tete ct col de chet·re accon1ee d'or entre deux pennes d'hermine; hachements d'argent et
de guculc.1... HO\\C\'Cr. this blazon conflicts with the drawing ti·om this work, see Figure 3, in which the 1 and 4
quarters correctly shm\ the paternal Clhistcllcs arms and the 2 and 3 show the maternal Dudzcele arms.
111
Schwcnnicke. Lumpiiische Stonunto/eln. 7: table 97.
11
J. l3. B. \an l'ract. Recherches sur Louis de Bruges, seigneur de Ia Gruythuyse, (Paris: Bure Frercs, 1831 ), 291292. This tournament is famous in part for the illustrations of it found in Rene d' Anjou's Livre des tournois,
Brugcs. ca. I .:lXX- l..J.X9. Bibl1othcquc nationalc de France, Dcpartcment des Manuscrits, Division occidentale,
1-ran(,:ais 2(J92. L ..J.\·-Sr. "Armes des allies de Jean de Brugcs." To view the colorful images from this illuminated
manuscript. point your Internet browser to http://mandragorc.bnfti·/jsp!rccherchcExpcrte.jsp, in the box labeled
"Cote." enter "Fran(,:ais 2(192." and then click the "Chcrchcr" button. For more information about the arms of the
knights \\ lw took part 111 this tournament refer to the following: "Lc Tournoi de Brugcs 1392," La Noblesse Beige
(I X93 ): 19-J.-203. listing the arms of the knights of Monsr. Jean de Gruythuyse: and "Lc Tournai de Brugcs 1392,"
!At .\'oh!cs.1c Beige. (I X94 ): I X7 -196, listing the arms of the knights of Monsr. Wulffart de Ghistelle.
1
. l'iot, Jlui1D!l de Srmren. 61. Other sources do not mention this son.
I' Dumont. .1.. Recucil geneo!ogique de families originaires des Pays-Bas Oll y etablies, 2 vols., (Rotterdam: N. p.,
1775-177X). I: I (J5-l 66. l'iot. Maison de Srraten, 61. Schwcnnickc, Europaische Stammta/eln, 7: table 97.
11
Jette et ul .. Tuh!e cl'usccndonce de Cutherine Bail/on, 112-113. Piot, Maison de Straten, 61. Schwennicke,
Cum;Jiiisc!JC Stunillltukln. 7: table 97.
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v. JACQUELINE DE GHISTELLES, m. JEAN DE LA CUTE, seigneur de Comines, d. 1435.

. -.-DE
')
G HISTELLES,
.

Vl.

111.

15

'?
..
-.-,seigneur
DE RA BODENGE. 16

vii. JEANNE DE GHISTELLES, m. ROBERT DE LEWERGHEM, seigneur of considerable
estates ncar Alost, grand-bailiff of Alost in 1405 and grand-bailiff of Courtrai in
1407. Robert de Lewerghem fought in the 1392 Bruges tournament on the side of the
sieur de Ia Gruthuyse. 17

Figure 3: Arms of Jean de Ghistclles de Dudzeele, the son of Roger de Ghistellcs and Elisabeth de
Dudzccle as they appear in the armorial listing the participants in the 1392 Bruges tournament.
Roger de Ghistcllcs and Marie or Isabelle de Lichtervelde were the parents of the following child:
1.

MARGUERITE Dl- GIIISTELLES, d. after 1425, m. (1) JEAN D'ANTOING, seigneur de
Wervy and of Briffoeul, d. 1400, Cordeliers at Tournai, Hainaut province, Belgium,

1

Dumont. Recueil gcnc;ologicJIIC, I: 166. Piot. Maison de Straten, 61. Schwennicke, Europaische Stammtafe!n, 7:
table 97.
Dumont. Recueil gc;/l(;ologicJUe, l: 166. Neither Piot nor Schwennicke mention this daughter.
PracL Recherches sur Louis de Bruges, 299. Praet claims they were wed in 1357, but this is chronologically
impossible. perhaps he meant 13 75. Dumont, Recueil genealogique, l: 166, and Piot, Maison de Straten, 61, both
say she was also married to Mathieu, seigneur de Roye, but Schwennicke does not make this claim. Apparently,
Dumont and Piot confused Jeanne with her half-sister, Marguerite. Sehwennicke, Europaische Stammtafeln, 7: table
97. Piot. •'vloi1on de Stmlcn. 61. also lists a daughter Anne de Ghistelles, of the first marriage, m. Jean de Melun,
sire d'Antoing. but this appears to be a mistake.
'

1

''

1

-
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m. (2) MATHIEU DE ROYE.
1
Bourgogne in l425. s

She sold the seigneurie of Wervy to Philip, duke of

GENERATION II

2.

JACQUES DE DUDZEELE,

19

knight, son of Sohicr de Dudzcele and-'?- de Voormezeele, married

GUILLELMINE DE STRATEN.

3.

GUILLELMINE DE STRATEN, dame of La Torre,

20

Straten, and Varsenare, daughter of Richard de
Straten and Elisabeth de Herzelles, died 1386, married first JACQUES DE DUDZEELE; married second
Mcssire JEAN DE BEVEREN, who was no longer living in 1373; married third, Mcssirc HECTOR, SIRE DE
11
VOORHOUT.
Apparently,
she
had
children
only
with
her
first
husband.

Guillelmine de Straten was the dame of La Torre, Stratcn, and Varsenare. At the death of her uncle,
22
Louis de Straten, in 1368, she inherited the castle of Balverhoek and the fief of Maleate.
She had to
render homage and faith for these lands and several other sub-fiefs to Louis de Male, count of Flanders,
21
and in time of war she had to deliver a horse worth fifteen livre.\· parisis to the count.
In 1373, after the
death of her brother Richard, sire of Stratcn and Varsenarc, her mother and siblings brought their
concerns about the division of his properties before the Council of Flanders for arbitration, which was
rendered in 13 74, after which, Guillelmine held the manors of Stratcn and Varsenare without disruption.
In 13 78 she gave the seigncurie of Straten to her daughter Elisabeth and held on to the scigneuric of
Varscnarc, for which she rendered faith and homage to first Loius de Male, the count of Flanders, and
24
subsequently to Marguerite, countess of Flanders in 13 84.
Jacques de Dudzeclc and Guillclminc de Stratcn were the parents of the following children:
I.

l.

11.

ELISABLTII DE 0L;DZfTLE,

111.

RO(i!R DL GIIISTELII:S.

MARC_iUERITE DE DlJD/EELf', d. after 1386, never married and no children; she held
25
the scigncuric of Stratcn. which returned to her sister Elisabeth at her (lcath.

Dumont, Recueil gc;nealogique, I: 16(J. Schwennickc, Eumpiiische Stommtu/i:ln, 7: table 97.
Dudzcclc arms: D 'argent m1 che\Hm de gueules. Adam-Even, Armorioluni\'ersel du/7(;/'llllf Gelre, 70, n. 952. C.
Gailliard, Bla.wn des ormes. 19. Rictstap . .·lmwriol gc;nc;ml. l: 5l'Q.
211
According to Piot, iv!aison de Stmten. 58, n. 2, citing ''Archives du royaumc, relief de fiefs, no. 2319 des comptes
en rouleau." La Torre is in the parish of St-Pierrc-sur-la-Digue (Sint-Pictcrs-op-dcn-Dijk), which is now a
neighborhood incorporated into Brugcs on the northwest of the city center, West Flanders province, Belgium.
21
Piot. Maison de Stratm. 58-59. citing "Rcgistrc des dcnombrcmcnts des fiefs du bourg de Brugcs, no. I 072, p. 27,
no. l 073, p. 3 7 aux archi\cs du royaumc- Compte en rouleau, no. 23 16. annccs 13 77-13 78 'no. 2361, annccs 13841386. archives du royaumc it Bruxcllcs."
22
According to Piot, l'vfai.1on de Stroten. 58. Balvcrhock and the tlcf ot' Malcotc arc in the parish of Oottcghcm
(Ootcgcm}, Courtrai (Kortrijk) arrondissement, West Flanders province, Belgium. However, Balgcrhockc and
Malccotc ncar Adcgcm, Ecklo arrondissement, East Flanders Province, l3clgium, appear more likely as they arc
nearer to Brugcs. I am indebted to Thtcrry Van Malcotc for pointing out this better location. E-mail from Thierry
Van Malcotc to John P. DuLong, "malcotc etc" (27 May 2010).
23
Piot, Maison de Stmtcn, 58, citing "Rcgistrcs aux dcnombrcmcnts des tlcb, no. l 072, p. 27."
2
~ Piot . .'v/ai.I'0/1 de Stmten. 58-59, citing "Comptcs des tlcfs en rouleaux, no. 231 (J, archives du royaume" and
"Rcgistrc aux dcnombrcmcnts des tlcts. no. 1074, p. 76. ihid [aux archi\cs du royaumcj."
2
' Piot. J/aison de Stmten. 6].
IX

J<J
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GENERATION III

4.

sire de Dudzeele, married to the dame DE VOORMEZELE. Sohier might be
the son of a Baudouin de Dudzeele, who in February 1297, purchased from Guilliaume de Boonem,
knight of the order of the Hospital, the homage of Boonem. This Sohier died in 1318 and his estate
eventually passed through a female heiress to "VYouliter de Guistelle [sic]," knight, perhaps a mistaken
26
transcription meant to be Roger de Ghistelles.
SOHIER DE DUDZEELE,

2

5. -?-DE VOORMEZELE, 27 called dame de Voormezcle, x she may have been named Marguerite,
29
Mahaut, or Mathilde, and she had a sister who once owned Bonhem and Westkapelle.
Sohier de Dudzeele and -'?-de Voormezele were the parents of the following children:
1.

BAUDOUIN DE DUDZEELE, knight, seigneur of Dudzeele, Bonhem, and Westkapelle,
died 3 Apr. 1366. 30 In 1365, he recovered from the count of Flanders the fiefs of
Dudzeele, Bonhem, Westkapelle, and 80 /ivres porisis of rent attributed to the ton lieu
of Bruges from his mother's unidentified sister. 31 He also recovered the fief of St32
Pierre and U utkerke along with six sub-fiefs, located in the seigneurie of Dudzeele.
He served as an alderman for the Franc de Bruges in 1296. A few years later, in
1300, he was one of the fifty noble Flemish hostages who accompanied Guy de
Dampierre, count of Flanders, into captivity in France. Baudouin was imprisoned at
the Chateau de Nonette, Auvergne, France. The surviving hostages were only
returned to Flanders after the 1305 Treaty of Athics-sur-Orgc. n However, he may
have switched sides as early as 1303 when a "Boudcwijn van Dudzele" is listed as a
Flemish supporter of the king of France ..H
According to Piot, he was married to MARGUERITE V/\N DER STOVE, daughter of
Guillaume van dcr Stove. but the brass plaque in the church of Dudzeclc records his
15
The arms on display on the plaque are those of
wife as "Marye von Bellc."

J. J. Ciailliard, Bruge.1 et le Fmnc. 6: 201-202. n. 2. He cites for more information on the Dudzeele family,
Philippe de 1' Espinoy, Recherche des AnticJuite:: et Noh! esse de Flondrcs, 289, but this rare work is beyond the reach
of this author. J. J. Gail liard also relates how the land of Dudzcclc eventually passed to the counts d'Eggemont and
St-Aldcgonclc. Booncm is a seigncurie at Sint-Kruis and Sint-Katarina near Damme. Warlop, The Flemish Nobility
Bej(Jre /300, 2: part 2: 1250. I find that one must be as cautious handling information presented by J. J. Ciailliard as
with Piot.
c' Voormezclc arms: D 'wgent ci I 'esscquicr [echiquicrJ de dou:::e pieces, de guculcs. C. Ciailliard, Blason des
(//'11/es. I~c' Voormczcle, Yprcs arrondissement. West Flanders province, Belgium.
"' Emi lc vandcn Husschc. "Dammacrt de Stratcn, 1354-1418," La Flcmdre: Rcl'l!e des monuments d 'histoire et
d'antiquites ( 1882). 337-350. 338. n. 4. Although vanden Busschc suggest these given names for her, he provides
no evidence for the source of these l!ivcn names. Piot. Maison de Sfl·aten, 59.
111
J. J. Gailliard, Bmges ct lc Fmnc~ 6: 202. transcribes his memorial plaque. which provides his death date.
31
Piot, Alaison de Stmtcn, 59-60. citing "Rcgistrc aux dcnombrcmcnts des fiefs de Ia chiitellcnic de Brugcs, no.
1072. f()l. 10 ct tol. 27. no. 1074 aux archives du royaumc 'I Bruxcllcs.-Comptc en rouleau, no. 2322, ibid. [annces
1384-1386. archives du royaumc ]."
'c Piot. ,\1oi.1on de Stmten, 59.
" Em. Gachct. "Lisle des prisonnicrs qui accompagncrent lc comtc Ciui de Flandrc lors de sa captivitc en France,"
COII1jite-rendu des sconces de lu C0/1111/ission romle d 'histoirc 16, no. I (Apri I 1849): 7-15, 9.
'4 V crbruggcn. Battle oftlze Golden Spurs, I 70.
1
' J . .1. CJailliard. Bmgcs ct lc Fmnc. 6: 201-202.
ch
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Dudzeele and Bailleul. Bayley indicates that Baudouin de Dudzecle was married to
36
MARIE DE BAILLEUL, daughter of Sohier de Bail leu!, knight.
His wife survived him and became dame of Dudzelle by dower and she recovered the
fief of Moerkerke. At the death of Baudouin's wife on 26 Dec. 1388, Elisabeth de
Dudzeele became his principle heir. 37
Baudouin died without posterity. He did have a daughter, Margarete, who preceded
him in death. She m. as his second wife, Jean van der Aa, sire of Grimberge and
3
Gruthuyse, she d. 5 Mar. 1363, Dudzeele, her husband d. ca. 1360. s
11.

2.

MARIE DE DUDZEELE, m. GOSSUIN DE WILDE. From her deceased brother Baudouin
she inherited some fiefs in the parish of St-Pierre-sur-la-Digue and Uutkerke along
with ten sub-fiefs depending on the seigneurie of Dudzeele. In 1369 she made faith
'9
and homage to the count of Flanders for her lands.'

lll.

JACQUES DE DUDZEELE, m. GUILLELMINE DE STRATEN.

IV.

MARGUERITE DE DUDZEELE, m. (I) JEAN DE STRATEN, sire of Jabbeke, who was
living in 1362; m. (2) JEAN DE STALHILLE. Heiress of the fiefs of Westkapelle and
40
Ramskapelle in the metier of Oostkerkc.
Widowed, she joined her sons Iwain and
Louis de Straten in a lawsuit against Roger de Ghistelles and Elisabeth de Dudzeele
41
in 1386.

v. JEAN I DE DUDZEELE, m. CATHERINE DE ZEGI-IERS. He recovered from the count of
Flanders, in 1365, the fiefs of Lisseweghe and Knocke. 42 They had two sons: Siger,
who preceded in death his brother, and Jean II, who recovered the fiefs of
Lisseweghe and Knocke after the death of Siger, m. Catherine Christiaens, the widow
of Guy of Flanders, son of Guy of Flanders, and natural son of Louis de Nevers,
count of Flanders. Piot claims that this Jean II de Dudzeele is to be identified as the
knight fighting in the 1392 Bruges tournament, but the arms of this knight clearly
indicate that he is a member of the Ghistelles family. Jean II must have died
relatively young and childless.

36

Bayley, Bailleuls of Flanders, 44-45. Two notarial contracts refer to her as Margarete and not Marie: "domina
Margareta de Dudzele, uxor nobilis et potentis viri domini Balduini de Dudzelc, militis," 8 Jan. I36I (n.s.). Brugcs,
Jacobus de Furnis, notary, and "vrauwe Magriete mer Boudins weduwe van Dudscie," I 3 October I 366, found
mentioned in a document dated 15 Apr. I405, Bruges, Gerardus de Arquato, notary. James M. Murray. Notarial
Instruments in Flanders between 1280 and 1452 (Brussells: Palais des Academies, I 995), 272, 302.
37
Piot, Maison de Straten, 59-60.
3
~ Butkens, Trophees tant sac res que profanes du duche de Brabant, 2: I l 0. F. van Dyckc, Recueil heraldique m·cc
des notices genealogiques et historiques ses en grand nombre de fami!/es nobles et patricicnnes de lu l'ille et du
franconat de Bruges (Bruges: C. De Moor, l 85 I), 19 I.
39
Piot, Maison de Straten, 60.
40
The word metier means trade, business, craft, or profession, but in this context it appears to refer to a district.
41
Piot, Maison de Straten, 60.
42
Piot, Maison de Straten, 60, citing "Registres aux denombrcments des fiefs, no. 1072, fol. 20, ihid. [aux archives
du royaumc]."
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6. RICHARD IV DE STRATEN, 43 knight, seigneur of Straten, Varsenare, and the sub-fiefs of Stalhille and
Jabbeke, son of Guillaume II de Straten and Sybille - ?-, fl. 1334-1361, died 19 June 1361, married
ELISABETH DE HERZELLES. He was knighted by Louis de Male, count of Flanders, in 1348. He
44
succeeded his uncle, Roger de Straten, as alderman of Franc de Bruges.
45

7. ELISABETH DE HERZELLES, died after 13 7 4. The identity of her parents is uncertain. Piot suggests,
but provides no evidence or reasoning, that she was the daughter of Gautier (Wautier), sire de Herzelles,
and his second wife, Jeanne, dame of Reygersvliet and hereditary dame of Lilaire. 46 However, Poplimont
claims she was the daughter of Jean de Herzelles who signed the treaty of confederation between the duke
47
of Brabant and the count of Flanders in 1339.
This Jean was the son of Gautier de Herzelles, and his
first wife, Marie de Maldeghem and he was married to Sibille de Haverskercke. Unfortunately, Elisabeth
is not mentioned as the daughter of either gentleman in the Herzelles genealogy. 4 x
Richard IV de Straten and Elisabeth de Herzelles were the parents of the following children:

3.

1.

GUILLAUME DE STRATEN, knight, seigneur ofStraten and Varscnare, alderman of the
fl.
1361-1365,
died
without
children. 49
Franc
de
Bruges,

11.

RICHARD DE STRATEN, knight, succeeded his brother Guillaume as seigneur of
Straten and Varsenare, alderman of Franc de Bruges, fl. 1365-1373, died without
children. He went on a diplomatic mission for Ghent, Bruges, and Yprcs to make
peace with England leading to a treaty signed on 20 March 13 72 at Marcq, ncar
Calais, France. 50

III.

GUILLELMINE DE STRA TEN, m. (I) JACQUES DE DUDZEELE, (2) JEAN DE BEVEREN,
and (3) HECTOR DE VOORI-IOUT.

GENERATION IV

12. GUILLAUME II DE STRATEN, seigneur of Straten, tl 1305-1339, son or Guillaume I de Stratcn and
Agens de Lichtervelde, married SYBILLE-?-. In his lifetime, due to the Abby or St-Andre holding so

Stratcn arms: De gueule a trois epees en bande, /es point en bas, tout d 'argent. C. Gail liard, B/ason des unnes,
21. Piot, Maison de Straten, v. Raadt, Sceaux Armories des Pavs-Bas, 3: 488.
44
Piot, Maison de Straten, 54-57.
.
45
Herzelles arms: De gueules, au chevron d'or. C. Gailliard, Blason des annes, 33. Corncillc Stroobant, Histoire
de Ia commune de Virginal (Brussels: J.-H. Derou, 1853), 524. Piot, Maison de Stratcn, 54, provides the same
blazon but in an illustration of the Herzelles arms he shows them blazoned as: De gucu/es, au chevron d 'or.
accompagne en chef dextre d'une etoile. Herzelles (Herzcle), Alost arrondissement. East Flanders province,
Belgium.
46
Piot, Maison de Straten, 56, n. 6. He points to "Marius Voet, Genealogie d'!-fcrzc//cs, archives du Conseil
heraldique, p. 20" and 33, for more information on this family. This is another rare work that this author cannot
access to review it.
47
Poplimont, "Stratcn," I 0: 279. If her parentage is indeed correctly identified by either Piot or Poplimont. then the
curious reader can follow it by consulting Stroobant, Virginal, 524-529. Given the lack of evidence for this
relationship I have not included this information in this article.
4
R Stroobant, Virginal, 528-529.
49
Piot, Maison de Stratcn, 57.
50
Piot, Maison de Straten, 57-58.
43

a
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much of the land of Straten, the family shifted their home from Straten to the castle they held in part of
·
. o fV arsenare. ·' 1
t I1e se1gneune

13.

SYBILLE-?-.

Guillaume II de Straten and Sybille-?- were the parents of the following children:
1.

6.

11.

III.

GUILLAUME DE STRATEN, knight, fl. 1334-1348. In 1343 he ceded the title of
seigneur de Straten and an eighth part of the dimes ofNieuwmunster to his sitcr Anne
de Straten, wife of-?- Coolibrant. He died without children leaving his estate to
52
his brother Richard.
RICHARD IV DE STRATEN, m. ELISABETH DE HERZELLES.
LOUIS DE STRATEN, knight, seigneur of Balverhoek and Malcote, fl. 1365-1368, d. 3
Sept. 1368, bur. Varsenare, he left his estates to his niece Guillclmine de Straten. 53

iv. ANNE DE STRATEN, fl. 1362-1381, m. (1) - ? - COOLIBRANT and (2) GILLES LE
54
VAILLANT.
v. MARGUERITE DE STRATEN, m. 8AUDOUIN REYPHENS, sqmre, son of Baudouin

Reyphens, knight, and Isabelle de Vos.

55

GENERATION V
GUILLAUME I DE STRATEN, knight, seigneur of Straten, alderman of Franc de Bruges, son of
Richard III de Straten and Marguerite de Varsenare, fl. 1266-1304, married AGNES DE LICHTERVELDE. 56

24.

25.
' 1- - ,

AG:'IIES DE [DE WI!'IGENEj LICHTERVELDE,

daughter of Roger III de Lichterve1de and Marguerite-

died 17 Apri11277. 57

GF:'\ERA TJON VI

48. RICHARD I I I DE STRATEN, knight, seigneur of Straten, alderman of Franc de Bruges, son of Richard
!I de Straten and Adclisa -?-, fl. 1225-1284, married first MARGUERITE DE YARSENARE, married
second MARGUERITE DE TORHOUT. ss

1

To recognize this change, Piot differentiates between the seigneurie of Straten in the parish of St-Andre and
Stratcn in the parish of Varsenarc. In this article Straten refers to the original seigneurie ncar the Abby of St-Andre
in the modern town of St-Andrics outside of Bruges while Varsenare is used for the castle and seigneurie the
Stratcns held there. Piot, Maison de Straten, 47-48.
'" PioL Maison de Straten, 53, a dime is a tithe.
" PioL Maison de Straten, 53-54.
'~ Piot, Maison de Straten, 53-54, he docs not make clear the order of these marriages and she might only have had a
marriage contract with Vaillant.
"Warlop. Flemish Nobi!izv, 2: part 2: no. 204 Straten (14).
51
' Warlop, Flemish Nobility, 2: part 2: no. 204 Straten (14).
57
"L'Eglise paroissiale de Sainte-Anne au metier de Straten (Saint-Andre-lez-Bruges)," Annates de Ia Societe
d'Emulation pour /'etude de /'histoire & des antiquites de Ia F/andre, 5'h ser. 8 (1895): v, 15. Warlop, Flemish
Nohilit1·, 2: part 2: no. 204 Stratcn (14), no. 230 Wingene (14).
'' Warlop. The Flemish Nobi!izv Before 1300,2: part 2: no. 204 Straten (16).
'
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49. MARGUERITE DE V ARSENARE, daughter of Goswin de Varsenare. 59

50. ROGER III [DE WINGENE] DE LICHTERVELDE, 60 fl. 1276-1298, knight, seigneur of Lichterve1de, 61
probably the son of Roger II de Lichtervelde and Sarah-?-, m. MARGUERITE-?-. 62
51.

MARGUERITE-?-.

GENERATION

VII

96. RICHARD II DE STRATEN, knight, lord of Straten, son of Richard I de Straten, fl. 1218-bef. 1238,
probably the son of Richard I de Straten, m. AD ELISA -?-. 63
97. ADELISA -'?-.
98. GOSWIN DE V ARSENARE.

64

100. ROGER II [DE WIN GENE] DE LICHTERVELDE, knight, seigneur of Lichtervelde, son of Robert I de
Wingenc and Agnes de Lichtervelde, fl. 1255-1260, m. SARAH-?-. 65
101.

SARAH-'?-.

GEf'.:ERATION

VIII

192. RICHARD I DE STRATEN, knight, fl. 1153-bef. 19 July 1202, probably the son of Walter and Edwina
66
of W oumcn.

200. ROGER I DE WIN GENE, 67 knight, seigneur of Wingene, 6 x tl. 1208-124 7, on the Crusade in 1218,
69
probably the son of Fromold II, m. AGNES DE LICHTERVELDE.
201. AGNES DE LICHTERVELDE, dame of Lichtervelde, daughter of Jacques de Lichtervelde.
'

9

70

Warlop, The Flemish Nobilitv Be/ore 1300, 2: part 2: no. 204 Straten (16).

w There is some confusion regarding the Lichtervelde and Wingene families; here I have followed the lineage laid

out by Warlop. Flemish Nobility, 2: part 2: no. 230, Wingene (13). J. J. Gailliard, Bruges et le Franc, 5: 83,
mentions a Roger van Lichtervelde, knight, seigneur of Coolscamp, married to Marguerite van Wyncle, lady of
Bcerncm, and daughter of Olivier van Wyncle, knight, who became the baron and seigneur of Lichtcrvcldc at the
death of his cousin Roger van Wynghene ca. 1276, but J. J. Gailliard is not as accurate a source as Warlop. It is
unclear what arms this family used in this generation as the seal Warlop presents shows a plain shield.
61
Lichtervelde, Roulers anondissement, West Flanders province, Belgium.
r. 2 Warlop, Flemish Nobility, 2: part 2: no. 230 Wingene (13).
r. 3 Warlop, The Flemish Nobility Be/ore 1300, 2: part 2: no. 204 Straten ( 10).
r.~ Varsenare arms: De sable a trois epees en bande, les point en bas, tout d'argent. C. Gailliard, Blason des annes,
36. Given the similarity of these arms with those of the Straten family (and that the Stratens once also owned
Varsenare), it is possible that these are just differenced Straten arms. Warlop, The Flemish Nobilitv Bej(Jre 1300,2:
part 2: no. 204 Straten (16).
6
' Warlop, Flemish Nobility, 2: part 2: no. 230 Wingene (10).
6
r' Warlop, The Flemish Nobility Be/ore 1300, 2: part 2: no. 204 Straten (9).
67
Wingene arms: De sinople trois macles d'argent, au chef d'or, a trois pals de gueules. C. Gailliard, Blason des
annes, 3!. Raadt, Sceaux Armories des Pays-Bas, 4: 26!. Rietstap, Armorial general, 2: l 099. War lop, Flemish
Nobility, 2: part 2: no. 230 Wingene (6), only shows a warn shield for Roger I de Wingene displaying a label of five
points on a plain shield.
r.x Wingene (Winghene), Thielt anondissement, West Flanders province, Belgium.
w Warlop, The Flemish Nobility Before 1300, 2: part 2: no.230 Wingene (6).

a
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GENERATION IX
384. WALTER DE STRATEN, knight, fl. 1127/8-1139, probably the son of Berewold, m. EDWINA OF
71
WOUMEN.
385. EDWINA DE WOUMEN, daughter of Richard de Woumen.

72

400. FROMOLD II DE WINGENE, tl 1167-1198, "Baro," [Baron] probably the son of Fromold I de
.
7l
Wmgcne.
74

402. JACQUES DE LICHTERVELDE, baron and seigneur ofLichtervelde, fl. 1202-1217, son of Gautier
de Lichterveldc and Jeanne d'Assebroucke, died 23 January 1217, buried in the Ecckhoute abbey church
75
ncar Bruges, married AGNES DE MAS:vt1NES.
In 1202 he witnessed an act of cession of the dime of
Wevelghcm to the church of St-Sauveur d'Harlebeke. Jacques made a gift of all his serfs to Eeckhoute
abbey. This donation was disputed by Roger de Wingene and Agnes de Lichtervelde, his son-in-law and
76
daughter; nevertheless, the gift was confirmed in February 2007.
In addition, he established at
Ecckhoute abbey a perpetual anniversary mass through donation of certain goods by a charter of 1217.
403. AGi'iES DE MASMINES, daughter of Thierry de Masmines.

77

GE:--.iLR;\ TION X

768. BEREWOLD DE STRATEN, fl. 1!19, perhaps the son of Alard de Straten. 7s
770. RIC:IIARD DE WOUi\IE'I, "Nudus," son of Ingran I de Esen, fl. 1110-1128, standard-bearer of
79
William Clito, the Norman count ofFlanders.
He may also have been the seigneur ofMerkcm.so On 2
March I 127 he had to flee from the Erembald family who had murdered Charles the Good, count of
Flanders. He joined his brother Thierry, chatelaine of Diksemuide and Walter I de Eine, the court-butler,
nine days later in besieging the count's murderers in Bruges. st

800. FRO,\IOLD I DE WINGE'IE, fl. 1107-1115, "Primus."s 2

711

Warlop, The Flemish Nohilit.1· Bejhre 1300, 2: part 2: no.230 Wingene (6).
Warlop, The Flemish Nohilil1' Bcj(;re 1300, 2: part 2: no. 204 Straten (6).
-, Warlop, The Flemish Nohililr BejiJre 1300,2: part 2: no. 204 Straten (6).
-, \Varlop, The Flemish Nohilitv Bcjhre I 300, 2: part 2: no. 230 Wingene (5).
-~ Lichtcrvelde arms: lJ 'a::.ur au chiefd'ermines. C. Gailliard, B!ason des annes, 27.
-, J. J. Gail liard, Bruges el le Franc, 5: 79-80.
-r. War lop. The Flemish Nohilitv Before 1300, 1: part I: 251, I: part 2: 507 n. 16. Warlop does not provide a
genealogical table for the original Lichtervelde family, probably because before 1300 they were not identified as
nobles by their contemporaries and thus did not meet the criteria for his study, see 2: part I: 571.
-- .1 . .1. Gailliard. Bmges et lc Franc, 5: 79-80.
'Warlop. The Flemish Nohilitr BejiJre 1300,2: part 2: no. 204 Straten (4).
9
\Voumcn arms: According to C.Gailliard, the Woumen arms were identical to those of the Gaeymaers, namely,
d 'urgent. 011 .wutoir de gueules. B!uson des annes, 41. Warlop, The Flemish Nobility Before 1300, 2: part I: no.59
Diksmuide (Castellans) (4). Warlop refers to Richard as "Nudus," Latin for naked, but it is unlikely that he was
commenting on a passion to go about without garments. Perhaps it refers to his being a poor knight lacking
property.
11
'
Merkcm. Diksmuidc arrondissement, West Flanders, Belgium.
Warlop. The Flemish ,Vohi!ity BejiJre 1300, 1: part I: 129.
"Warlop. The Flemish Vohi!itr Beji;re 1300,2: part 2: no. 230 Wingene (I).
'I

1

'
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804. GAUTIER DE LICHTERVELDE, knight, grand veneur of Flanders, fl. 1166-1204, died 13 March
1204, battle of Andrianople, son of Siger de Lichtervelde, married JEANNE D' ASSEBROUCKE, lady of
Assebrouckc. He visited the Holy Land in 1166. Along with his father he witnessed a charter in 1183 of
the count of Flanders in favor of the church of Coefvoorde in the land of W aas, a region in northeast
Flanders. He took the cross as a crusader on the jour des Cendres (Ash Wednesday) 1200 at the collegial
church of St-Donat at Bruges. He took part in the misguided Fourth Crusades and was present at the
siege of Constantinople and its capture on 11 July 1203. 83
805. JEA:'II:'IIE D' ASSEBROUCKE,
806. TIIIERRY DE MASMINES,
GENERATION

86

84

8
Ia d yo f Asse b roue k e ..'

fl. 1140-1183.

87

XI

1536. ALARD DE STRATEN, fl. 1087/88-1089, likely the son ofBerthferd de Straten. 88
1540. IN GRAN I DE ESEN, chatelaine of Diksmuide, knight, fl. 1088. 89 He was of the noble Men en
90
t~unily from which the chatelaines of St-Omer, Bergues, Veurne, and Diksmuidc descend.
1608. StGER DE LICHTERVELDE, chatelaine of Courtrai, fl. 1183-1202, died before 1202, when his son
had inherited the barony and lands of Lichtervelde. 91
Gl :\!RATION

XII

3072. BETHFERD DE STRATEN, d. before 1096. 92
Conclusion:
Now the last pieces of evidence regarding the anus displayed on the Nivelles plaque (see MHH, April
20 I I) have been revealed and the mysteries behind all the Dudzeele anus have been resolved. The
Dudzeeles were indeed a prominent Flemish family in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, but they
died out in the male line and much of their history has been lost. However, in the process of investigating
the Dudzcclcs, several more generations of Catherine de Baillon's Flemish ancestry have been compiled.

'' .J . .J. Gailliard, Bruges et fe Franc, 5: 78-79. Fran~ois-Alexandre Aubert de Ia Chenaye-Desbois and Jacques
Badicr, Dicrionnuire de fa noblesse, contenant /es genealogies, l'histoire et la chronologie des famifles nobles de
Fronce, 3rd eel. 19 vols. (Paris: Schlesinger, 1863-1876), 12: col. 72. A grand veneur is a master of the hounds or
huntsman. Andrianoplc is modern-day Edirne in the Thracian part of Turkey.
'-' Asscbroucq arms: De gueu/es, a Ia bende et six quintejiteulles d'argent. The arms of the seigneur of Assebroucq
ncar Brugcs may have been used by Jeanne's family. C. Gailliard, Blason des armes, 32. Warlop's article on
Asscbrock docs not mention a Jeanne, The Flemish Nobility Before 1300, 2: part 1: no. 13 Assebroek.
'' Asscbrouckc (Asscbrockc), Bruges arrondissement, West Flanders province, Belgium.
1
' ' Masmincs arms: D 'o::ur au lion d'or. corone, fampasse et arme d'argent. C. Gailliard, Blason des annes, 31.
,. Warlop, The Flemish Nobility Before 1300, 2: part l: no. 142 Massemen ( 1).
" Warlop, The Flemish Nobility Befi;re 1300, 2: part 2: no. 204 Stratcn (2).
'<J War lop, The Flemish Nohifi(1" Befhre 1300, 2: part l: no. 59 Diksmuide (Castellans) ( 1).
111
'
Warlop, The Flemish Nobi/itv Befhre 1300, l: part l: 127-132, 2: part 1: no. 144 Menen.
'~t La Chcnayc-Dcsbois and Badicr, Dictionnaire de Ia noblesse, 12: col. 72.
'~' Warlop. The Flemish Nohifitv Before 1300,2: part 2: no. 204 Straten (1).
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Arms on the Nivelles Plaque

Gavre impaled
with Ghistelles

Gavre d’Escornaix

Gavre

Ghistelles

Roye

Dudzeele

The arms displayed on the memorial plaque of the Abbesse
Marguerite de Gavre d’Escornaix,
Ste-Gertrude, Nivelles, Belgium, 15th Century

Gistel van Dudzeele

Écartelé: 1 et 4: de gueules au chevron d'hermine accompagné au canton
droit du chef d'un écusson d'argent, au lion de gueules (Ghistelles); 2 et 3:
d'argent au chevron de gueules (Dudzeele).
Arms of Jean de Ghistelles de Dudzeele ( Jan van Dudzeele), the
son of Roger de Ghistelles [678] and Élisabeth de Dudzeele [679],
and brother of Isabelle de Ghistelles [339] as they appear in the
armorial listing the participants in the famous 1392 Bruges tourna-

Straten / Straete

West Flanders, Belgium: De gueules à trois épées
d’argent, mises en bande.
Richard III de Straten [21744], knight, seigneur of
Straten, alderman of Franc de Bruges, fl. 12251284.

