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Lecture on the Web

A The PowerPoint slides and the Microsoft Worc
bibliography for this lecture will be posted on
my website for your convenience

A Please point your browser to:
http://habitant.org

A Click on the Tracing Your Ancestor Who
Worked on the Ralilroad, Presentation and
Handout links



http://habitant.org/

American Rallroads

At its peak in the early"2€entury, railroads employed
2.25 million people

It was one of the largest employers in the country
Most commercial and passenger traffic was carried
rail

Railroads built America and bound the country
together by ribbons of iron tracks

Your family would indeed be rare if it had no relative:
who worked for the railroads



Raillroad Workers

A Just about every ethnic group would have
worked for the railroads

A In my research, | have noticed a heavy
concentration of Irish and many French
Canadians in northern Michigan working for tr
railroads

AYoOUr ancestoros |Job t
what his work life was like
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Conductor
Brakeman
Engineer
Fireman
Hostler
Station Agent
Yard Master
Section Hand
Others

Job Titles



Railroad Slang

A The railroad workers used a slang rich in number an
colorful

A Example: Gandy dancer is a track layer

A Source to help understand the slang are listed on the
handout



Great Resources

A Encyclopedia of North American Repintaids
Informative introductory essays, numerous
articles, and a detailed glossary

A The Historical Guide to North American,Railrc
provides short histories of most railroads and
map for each railroad



Tracing Railroaders

A As usual in other types of research, it Is easy to trac
the wealthy and powerful involved in railroading

A For all others, tracing railroad workers depends on th
records that have survived

A After 1936 it Is easy to trace most railroad workers
because of the Railroad Retirement Board

A Before 1936 it Is more problematic, but not impossibl

A In general, you are going to learn more about family
history than genealogical facts



Filling In the Detalls

A Once you know the railroad your ancestor
worked for you can learn more about the
company

A Although personnel records might be limited c
missing, you can still learn a lot about your
ancestoros Job and wc
records



Railroad Magnates

A If you have an ancestor who was a major player with
the railroads, then consult the following:

A Biographic Directory of the Railway Officials dNefumerica
York: Simmondgoardman Publishing Co., irregularly
published 1885, 1887, [1893], 1896, [1901], 1906, 1913, 1

A The 1893 edition is availablehtip://books.qoodle.com

A Later editions carriedthetidh o 6s Who 1 n R,
Americd, 930, 1940, 1946, 1949, 1954, 1959, 1964, [1968]
Whoos Who 1 n Rall971pla/d,1988 a

1985



http://books.google.com/

After 1936

The federal Rallroad Retirement Acts passed during
New Deal (1934, 1935, and 1937) established the
Railroad Retirement Board

Separate block of Social Security numbers reserved
railroad workers, namely, (#3

The Railroad Retirement Board records are for railro
workers after 1935 onhgthing for workers who died In
1935 or earlier

Does not include workers on street, interurban, or
suburban electric railways
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Rallroad Retirement Board
Records Location

The records that have been inactive for more than seven yea
have been moved to the National Archives branch in Atlanta,
Georgia

The National Archives holds over 54,000 cubic feet of these
records
The index for these records is available at Ancestry

Note that in the Ancestry index full names are not given, so
Include birth and death years when known

Do NVO7 contact the National Archives for Railroad Retiremer
Board records before 1936, they simply do not exist



Ancestry Index Example

U.3., Railroad Retirement Pensic X +

<« C m 23 ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/32978:61597 7tid=&pid =8lqueryld=09fc6926-d54e-41a3-9ba9-f6007 2f52deed_phsrc=Qez566&_phstart=successSource Q¥ ¥ & @

@ Merriam-Webster: A.. @ Regnal Date Conver... Calculste dates bas.. @ EvernotaWeb ) Facsbook B Google Translate €9 Deepl Translate:Th.., M HostPapa  [l] MSU Federal Credit.. [ My Fitness Pal W Wikipedia 3 WorldCatarg

ancestry Home Trees Search Memories DNA CJ. n EI. @ O

F Phill D,Print . Share

in the U.S., Railroad Retirement Pension Index, 1934-1987

Detail Source

Name F Phill x

[Fred William Phillips] NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Birth Date Jul 1874 Provided in association with National Archives
and Records Administration

Claim ID A15461
SSN 708052318

Industry Railroad
Y Purchase a Copy

¢ Add or update information Save v

@ Report a problem

@ Add a public comment

Make a Connection

Find others who are researching F Phill in Public
Member Trees.




Getting the Record

A Must supply the National Archives with the
Information found in the Ancestry index

A The National Archives will charge $0.80 per
page to copy the record



Rallroad Retirement Board
Contact Information

Contact:
U.S. Railroad Retirement Board
William O. Lipinski Federal Building
844 North Rush Street
Chicago, IL 60611275
Toll Free: (877) 772/ 72

Living railroad workers or former workers can contact this board for
their records

Or you can contact them for the records of deceased workers for ¢
less than seven years inactive.



A
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Raillroad Retirement Board:

Records

Application for participation in Railroad Retirement
Statement(s) of railroad service

Application for employee annuity

Description and certification of eligibility

Record of Service for which no records are available
Certificate of termination of service

Death certificate of employee

Notice of death and statement of compensation

Note: An individual file might be missing one or more
of these forms



> >» >» I>» D> > I>» I

Rallroad Retirement Board
Records Contents

Birth information

Parent so names and where t
Marriage information, including former and deceased spou
Death certificates and funeral home records

Any children and where they lived

Addresses

Military service information

Employment informatiod for the railroad and other
employers

Affidavits to prove relationships



Example Railroad Retirement Board
Document

AMYy wi feos grandf at her
was an locomotive engineer

A He worked for the MissotKiansasl exas
Rail | r oad, ot her wi s e |

A He retired in 1971

A His report provides 22 pages of detailed
Information regarding his Katy career




o Ann ‘ HE RAILROAD REI'[REMEP;I;‘EL.{:T (\)uAsmNGTON, DP% é‘ﬁ aﬁ i
MISSOURI-KANSAS-TEXAS | READ INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE FILLING OUT THIS 'irrﬁ-i& = ’
RAILAOAD COMPANY
bbby
EMPLOYEE’S ﬁTA’l‘EME“NT‘ OF COMPENSATED SERVICE REN-
DERED PRIO&: ONANUABY 1, 1937, TO EMPLOYERS UNDER
THE RAILROAH F_TIRE]\‘ NT ACT OF 1937,
« ERY

Do not wrile in this space

or an annuity but will be preserved for use in connection with annuity applications
Under the Railrond Retirement Act of 1937 service prior to Jan-
ho on August £9, 1935, were in the nctive comp nsated

nly such individuals should fill out this form. Individuals
bpard with a record of service prior to January 1, 1937, need not fill out this form.

le-7420

1)5iuil to January 1, 1937.
[ dMoward, g’ annuity only for individuals
f or in anjé Jr_;ylrlent@qigh to an employer under that Act.

who have already plof Bﬁﬂﬁ

1. Sucial Security Account No.

Parx

(Town or city)

6. Place of birth .
(PRI

A onston __Curtis y. _Bella.
(First name) (Middle name) (Last name) st name) Middle name)
|
. Were you on August 20, 1835, in the active compensated service of an cmployer under the Act? ..aYﬂﬁ If not, were you
('es or ne

or August 29, 1935: on furlough and ready and willing to serve! on leave of absence? . ; or absent

on account of sickness or disability? e
or no)

. Statement of service prior to January 1, 1937, for all employers under the Act. (Use a separate block for each employer.

Start with a new Line of entries within the block only when your occupation changed, or your location changed, or when

you resumed service after a break of three calendar months or more. If you need more blocks use the back of this form.)

OccUPATION DEPARTMENT LocaTioN OR DIVISIOR

e labor J 1910 Mechanical senriks, Qklohoma

(Your pay-roll name)

Date Enpep

DEPARTMENT
Month Year

OCCUPATION

Engine ] L Machaniosl ~|Hillshoro,Texas
Tocomative. ov. A . |Hillshoro, Texas




Records Destroyed

A Note that the Railroad Retirement Board had :
nolicv on the books to destroy records 30 yeal
after the last payment

A Some records were destroyed In the 1960s ar
1970s

A Now the policy Is to transfer the records to the
National Archives



